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SCIENGE FICTION CLUB DIRECTORY

LONDCH There are several overlapping groups existing in the
& London area. The easiest way of getting right to the
heart of things is to turn up at Ella Parker's flat on
Gﬁﬂﬁ ﬁod} B.S.F.i, night - which is any Friday evening. 4l1l
R Y members are welcome - there's no need to book in ad-
"ﬂ;bﬁj vance. The address is Flat 43, William Dunbar House,
5t Albert Road, London MW,6, It's just across the road
from Queen's Park station.

MERSEYOIDE The Liverpool Group (LiG) has its own clubrooms and
meets regularly, besides indulgdng in a number of
assorted . hobbvist sidelines. For further partic-
nlars contact eilther Worman Shorrock (2 Arnot Way
Higher Bebington, Wirral, Cheshire) or Jee Navin {??
College Road North, Blunﬁellsands, Liverpool 23).

EBIR HAM The Birwi ngham Science Fictlon Group (BSFG) meetteve
ery Tucsday and on most Sundays, at various locati-
ons, Amongst other activities %hey trade books and
magazines and things. Datails from the secretary,
Peter Weston, 9 Porlock Crescent, Northfield, Birm-

ingham 31.
MANCHESTER The ALIEN group, comprising at present mainly a
AREA n umber of enthusiastic youngsters interested in

welrd-type literature and amateur movie-making, have
plans to expand into a full-secale sf club catering for
all agos and tastes, under the name of The Salford
Selence Fiction Society. Details from Harry Nadler,
5 Bouth Mesoefield Road, Lower Kersal, Salford 7.

YNESIDE A n umber of our Tyn eside members are in regular
contact with each other. Anybody interested .should
get in.touch with Phil Hartottle, 27 Cheshire Gardens,
Wallsend on Tyne, Northumberland,

WEST RIDING Members of the E.8,F.a, living in reasonable proximity
9 ‘o Lecds are invited to get in touch with J. Michael
ﬂATIOH Rosenblum, 7 Grosvenor Park, Allarton Hill, Leeds 7.

GLABGOW ARFA Members in the remote fastnesses of our northern
wiert ey Provinces are invited to get in touch with Donald
‘&-‘zggzﬁﬂd Malecolm, 42 Garry Drive, Paisley, Renfrewshire,
GE L)

CHELTENHAY The Cheltenham Scisnce Fiction Cirele has never, so
far as is knownﬁ been pronounced officially dead,
If Bric Joues ("Xapadu", %% Barbridge Road, Hesters
Way, Cheltenham, Glos) learns of any interest being
shown in the neighbourhcod, he mway help to get it re-
started,

FURTHER DETAILS ¢F BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION CLUBS (INCLUDING
"NOT~CLUBS") ARE INVITED, IT I& HOPED TO KEEP THIE LIST REASON~
ABLY UP TO DATE FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF THE ASSOCIATION'S MEMBERS.
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IF ONE HUNDRED B,S.F.aA. members, selacted
at randow, were ssked to name who they
thought was dritain's leading eeatemprrary
af avthor, the chaneas are that 33 would
say Brian Aldies, 33 Joitn Vyndban, and

33 Eric Prank Ruzsell.  {The odd one

would say Harry Herrison mnst likely -

wve got all egorts). Mr. Russell, leng .
establizhed g2 ona of the lepders in the

fiald both at bhome and abrend, here glves
his side of things.

“ AUTCEBE 15E. T

[ ric Fr,aﬂk P\US}SGH

NLIKE Lots One and Two I canmot say that intarest in sef cams firat end was
followmed by a desire to write it, Th¢ arprosch was frrm the oppoeite diree-
‘tinn, by whioh i3 meant that the urge to write preceded an appetite for s-f by
a ferr ysars., and when the writing of s«f did begin 1t wes, in a way, somaa
what accidental.

ky first piece of deathlass prose was published upon a baok-alley wall,
1t employed certain recentlyedisctvered mords more commor to barracks than
vethels.  With appalling lack of appresistion oy wotber threstensd o wesh my
nouth with scap. She elsc promised a bloody battering frem ay fathor who -
whan the matber was reported tc him « reliad nn the fleoor and clutebed his
grotcha

The next stap was decidedly higher up the intellectual ladder; I produced
dMlrnjpe of precicus verbisge for the sehoel, scout trwop and parish nagazines
- and alpost any other prdnted pericdical that wanted something for notbing.
This rise in wasted affort becams visible when slightly more ponderous versi-na
bigan to be featured in a ecoupla ¢f glossy buainessshouss wagazinea.  Today,
rno doubt, they'd leck very much like Arthur Clarke's original applicatisn for
weobership in the B.I.8. - a document thet must be saen tr ba balicved,

FProm about the nge of five I'd hesn an extremely avid reader and, as time
vent on, guzzled anything that cams to hand 811 the way fiom The Hainbom to the
-..ulects of Confusius, ¥hila kesping up with the antica of Tiger 1im end
liaTzipan the Fagician I could and did sleg my way through the entire works of
Dunas pere ot fils. I wust admit that the heavier items landed with more zunk
vhen I re-c-ead tham as a teenager,

Time eans when the iweriocane used surplus pulp mags as ballast and copiaes
appeared in Woclworths at threepence a kick. This was grist to oy greed.
#11d Westerns I viawed as ordurs but I grabdbed all the detective thrillers snd
s=f mags on whioh I could lay handa. "amazing", "Agtounding" and "Thrilling
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Wonder Stories” wore, tc my mind, prizes worth secking = but n¢ more se than
nage like "G=Mon®, "Thrilling Detective" and “Black Mask”. I read one as
cagerly as the othar and viewed s-f &3 nn more ‘than “Verne-Walls stufr™,

Something like ten years rclled by during whieh Woolworths kept ma plen—
tifully sup;lied with pulps and the hookshops, new or secendhand, with what the
articulate refer to a2 "good writing"™. Within this period baksheesh started
veing tossed into my begging-bawl. I witnossed what the late Alexander
Woolcott would have called "an ircongrucus happeénstance” and wrote it up and
pailed it to the loesl paper. The editer donsted ten bab, Jesus Ged -
w:l I had ancther go ot him. Five bob, Yot encther gn.  Ten bob.

runk with success, I tried his chief cempetiter, Ten bob.  This sort of
thing went on for sbout sight yoars during which the pesk was reached with two
g £1o0 a now-defunct nemspaper ecalled the “Sundey Referes™.

I sontinued seizing as prizes cll the s-f mags thet hove into sight,
"Weird Tales” included, One day, end of 1936, I reed in "inazing Stories* o
riece of crud =o cruddy thet the local iobacile could have dona it better, In
a fit of indignation I wrote a yarm myself and moiled it to the opposition,
"istounding". The editor, F. Orlin Tremaine, took it., Crnvinged that a mie-
take must have been cade sonewhere or other, I trisd him with another and then
& third, He took thoee tee. Frep there I carried one

Looking backward, I cannot accept that any of my s-f reading or vriting is
attributable to prefound peychelngical reazons of the kind ~ffered by other
anthors, Seems to me s nodern fad to explain oneself in terms of Freudisn
gabbledegeok. Certainly I d4id not read s-f te esgapa from znything, or to
gain vicarious compensation for my thwarted soul, or to evade reality by living
in a drean=morld of oy em. I read B-f for the plein, simple reeson that I
liked reeding it. Sitilerly, I 4id rot write s«f in order to express oysalf,
or to convey a mossage 10 a broathlese werld, or to cushion myself against the
griafs of modern lifa, I wrota and still write for the plain, simpls reason
that ny inclination lies thot way. Had I hed lesnings in some other direction,
I night have taken up knitting or learned to play the harpsichord.

There's one bee in my bonnet that I'd like to exhidit to publie gaze: that
Yeing my belief that sciemoce fiction could have been helped more in the past,
and gained readier acozptabne, had it teen better namad. Editorial =woreness
cf this need 1s evident in ths face of magasines with titles such ag "If" and
“Science Fantasy" and "The Bagazina of Fantasy and Science Fiotion".  A4fter
all, the stuff ie spaculative fiction not neceassrily related to seientific
thaeories that can be adopted in ene deoade and abandoned in the next. Specu-
latien is and olways has been legitimately part nf the mainatream of liter-
ature, not the separate thing that s-f pretends itself to de., Vhat is wanted
ia a selfeaxplanatory lsbel less supgestive of literary apertbedd - but I fear
me the old s=f tex has been stuok on se long it's there for keeps. Whieh ia

s By ERIC FRANK RUSSELL
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THE DOCTOR SAYS, "This pay hurt a hit— but 1t's for your own good," as he jabs
the blunt hypodermic nsedle into your arm wntil it grates on the bone, Fut
tha patient =ho wants 10 be cured will e¢ndure & bit of pain in axchange for the
aventual curs.

Do you hear me, Bob, way out there in the Rodky lountains? I'm on your
side, really I an, I have baen reading SF since 1932 and bave been a fan all
tbe way. Life will never egain contain the pure joy I exparienced when a new
1ssue Oof "hstounding® went on salo-- and there was a ner Heinleln serdial to
resd, I likad all your earlier books-- still enjoy and reresd theme= but oo
heartbrokan at the racent turn of svents, You say about Glory Road that, "It
will outrage all those who were cutraged by Starehi Soldiml upset all
those who were upset by Stranger in s Str _m-L"_I vas Dot outraged by
sither of these books, tut I waz up=et. ough not in the way you mean. I
wes upset because they wére written so badly and did not succeed as dooks, You
have alwmays been a painatoking craftevan, tut you are forgetiing your craft,

The good bitswe= the machinery, the charncters== are still there at tines, btut
the urge to propagandize has won. This tendency bas taken over completely in
Clory Road which does not succeed on any lavel other than that of inducing
'ﬁ_aﬁm-ﬁmdm. It 13 bad propaganda, hat bad charectertzetion, bad organiza=
tion and absolutely no trace of plot or motivation. Aad it breaks my beart to
say this about a book of yours,

The philosophy firsts Some eritios have called you a fascist, and this
13 not fair, Your idaeas are sll your own and I'm sure you think that theoy are
original, At worst you are n “fascist fellommtraveler” who does not realize
the btad ocompany be is keeping, You idealige the vrong people. In The Puppet
Festers you refer t0 & train terminal nsned LscArthur Station, In Starshi
L’oii{ there is a refarence to the MacArthur Aotel, ‘This iz more chance:
you Jou oust adrire this pan to choose his name before all the other generale of
recent years, It is s bed c¢holces There la no room hare to go inta this
general's record and character in detaile= but, in brief, he rapresents the
worst of America's renctionary tendoncios. In addition the men who gsrved
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under hin loathed hin, referring to hin only as "Dugevt Doug®. You seen to
like the Man on tie WYhite Horde, tae Strong Leader, the Military Gendus who
will solve our probluns for us, the independent man who knows how to nse his
gun. In the same books with the Mechs thur hotel and station ihere nppear

slmost identical phynacs, references to the man who “,..shouts his ovn dog.”

This i5 terribly wrons., ®e no longer shoot dogs but have them disposed
of in a gas chanbar by tke A, or R.S.P.C.A. What w23 good for the frontier ia
shear poison in an integrzted, mechanized society. I cutlined this article
and made ny notes sens months agv, long before the horrible events in Dallas,

I do not enjoy seeing this torrible proof of the dangers of viclence, and per-
hapa I shonld be polite and not mention it hera, But I anm not polite about
thiss I will be more polite about tha puraly literary oriticiso, but I am so
coupletely opposed o the violent aspects of the philosophy that yeu are touting
that I intend tc expose all its ugly parts, In both Xethuselah's Children and
Stership Scldiar you say "...these are no dangerous weapans, only danperous nen'
Trong. There are both. Will y2u not remove tha blas of your owmm preconceps
tions and & dne the records? In Great Sritein the polica do nat normally
corry fireerns nor do the crininals, the latler becauss of the aliding scale of
radshment related to ths wenpon uved-- or evzn carricdea in a crime. Ve are
gun-happy in the United Stetes, lack any sensible oontrels, 8o thet we have a
morally backward state like Taxas with single gitiea that have more curders a
jeas then all of Britain and Ireland. If the rvman rnoe is ever to becowe civ-
ilized we will heva to outerovw our bestizl love of killing and its atiendant
®EApon3d,

I am a bit confused atout the rast of the “philogophy" you plug so induge
triously. IMudimm i3 not & bad idea, though a4 1ittle lepractical in most late
itudas.  TFree love? I don't think you arc reslly for it; you juat enjoy
mriting about it. I noticed in Jtranger in a Strargs T that you had peopl ®
rwnndng sround with eacn oiher in tna yude for thousands of words-- yet never
had then perform am zot in front of the reader any more erotic than o kdss,
Fhich, if not 2 prelude %o Bigger things, can t2 dene just es well tath the
alothes on. In Glory foad £ex plicks ur a tit, and even if it never tokes
place on-stege, there as b good 2it of refersnce 10 whet happencd offagtage.
But all of the converrations oeem a little siroined, even enbarrazced, as if
*he chareoters did not believe —ha% they were seyinge 1 anm farecd to coneclude
that you like to toy with this ac an intellectuel ides but would probably beat
the hell out of me if I ctused your Lospitality by naking 2 pass at your
daughter,

Let us drop the philosophy. This is al) thst I have gotten out of it
end I am not sedds let us look at the writinges the craft of figtion as you
bava arployed itee and wornder how & man a3 inowledgeeble 33 you could have made
such dreadful wietokes. In the firet ploce you give ua a book that is just
two=thirds 25 long a8 the one we thought = were going %o réad. Voat plot
wers 1s builds towarde the clinex of reecining the Egge It i3 regrivede=
rather too ensily after vhot wa have becen lad to expect-- and the story ends.
The final third iIs just talk, plus a lot of prapaginds for youwr theorias,
Some of the furniture geis noved around s bit, tut even the oharactsrs don’t
like vhat is happenings The hers gets borode~ and =ays Soee ond wo raalize
that 1t is not for tha reasons you give, but becauss he hao outlived his time,
The book stagzers on for pages and pages until it finally expires: a drendful
experiences
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In ‘truth, the first two-thirds of the book aron‘*t much batter, The first-
perscn hero is un auful prig and it is impossiblo to idantify with hio, ouch
lass like hime He tplka too puch about how wonderfil he is,  There i3 &
laavening of action that keaps tha story tottering along, but it is strangely
barren of the famous Heindein ipvention, and gruc awd horror is not ouch of n
subatitute [or a story line. And all the time there ia this horrible talketalk
abtout the damned philosophy until the eyes glaze over.

Manetowman, writer-to-writer, Bobe- lct mo nake a strong suggestion, Stop
1t  If yow like your new thcories so ouch, by 21l uweans dc a non=tictivn book
and peesent theo clearly, with 21l the argunents lald out For discuession snd
conslderation. There might even be monay in it=-~ look what happsned to fon
Hubbard end his Dianetres. 'fhen go back to writing books we nll want to read.
Lat wa be blunt, You are a very skilled writer nd not s moral philosophers
You are u« writcr of fiction, and scisnce riction nt that-- one of the most difs
ficuly forms to write wcll. Don't 1isten to the fans when they worship you
~nd gey you can 4o no urong. Or rathor listen for plessure and egobon— then
forget averything they ey when you sit down in front of the typewriter. Head
gsome wellewritten and intaresiimg [iction by currcnt writers, bocks like Catche
@, Take & Girl Like You or One Day in the Iife of Ivan Deniscvich. Then oCh=
pare them to Glory Road. They all monage to handle o philosophy, moral prob-
lema und a gtory, and do it well. Yo fre cheatings You're latting your books
be bought nou on the strength of your eaxlier workd, and you are growing stead-
ily worsa, You arc going up A blind alley and you must turn back: there is

nothing aheads

Plaase write houks again, not yropaganda.

HARRY HARRISON

S0ME NOT-REVIEMS
Lenis, Roy: The Evoluticn Man (Penguin 123 pp 2/€d) Fontnay of dbub-humen
fanily who sre instrumsntsl in furihering the progress of tho raeco.

dcl Rey, Lester: ,..6nd Scme Nere Uuman (Ba)lentine/T&P 160 pp 2/64)
Colleation of del Ruy shoru sweies, often sentinenial,

Lovecreft, H.P.: The Cose of Charles Dex‘er Ward {Panther 127pp 2/6d)
New Engloand otocapherc” horroe in usual HePele style,

Life {Lancer l44pp 3/6d)  Story of a growp
corpacs, and the publie rcaction theroto.

Anderacn, Poul: Orbit Unlinited (Pyremid 158pp 2/6éd)  Tho otruggles of ideals
latic ploneers froo an audocenlic Enrth to found & colony elacwherc,

Brunner, John: The Dreaing Barih (Fyromkd 159pp 2/6d)
Overpopulated Earth gots n oew drug whose oddiets atert dissprearing.

de Camp, T Spraguo: Lost Darknose Pall (Pyranid 2/éd)  Classic story of &

acholarly time traveller who tries to atop the Dark Agea (banned in Eira).

¥night, Demon (ad): A Century of Scienee Fiction {Gollancz 352pp 21/=)
Classificd groups of shoris, novelweXoracts ote, with Knightly intro.

Silverberg, Robert: Reeallcd *
who succced 1n reaninnt

Blish, Jamen: The Night Shepes (¥our Square 2/6d)  An African rop with pres
historie wonsters ete.

Rrown, Rosel @ s & ilandfnl of Time {Balienting/TAP 160pp 3/6d} 12 atories
by a female suthor whose work bad bacn ccopared to that of Frederik Pohl.
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IVAN YEFREMOV, born 1907, is o professor

of palneontology in the Soviet Union, ans YEFREMOV!S

his sf {(and possibly other) novels are

said to be highly popular anongat the ANDROMEDA
reading publio in those ports.

JEAN GHANMAN {e o peober of the BeS.F.is,

lives in scuthe=nest London, and has the PLOT=SUMMARY AND COMHENTARY
useful acccoplishoent of being able to

npeek Rusaian. by JEAN GRAMAN

ANDROKIDA = B Space Age Tale by Iven Yefreoov. Bnglish edition published
by Foreign Languages Publishing House, loscow, U.5.S.R.

OUT IN SPACE, one and & helf parsecs froc Earth, 1s the spaceship Cotm
wander Erg Noor, with e cres anongst which is Nisa Crest, sstronavigator, who
loves hin. Tanfrg should haye by nom net the spaceship jlgrab, but this secna
t be lost.

tra tries to land oe Zirda, a planet thet has stopped communicating
vith the "Creat Circla”, (What the Great Cirele is is explainad saveral hune=
dred pages further on.) 2Zirda'’s spacs stetion is filled with dead peopla,
Apperently Zirda hed the H Dopb and got radiation poisoning. So therae is no
point in landing.

p has not got enough fuel (called “Anameson"}, and should have got
i1t froen Alggab.

A spacaship called has baen lost for eighty-five years, but their
last pessage, calling for help, has been picked ups Erg Noor wanta to follaw
Parug’ routa, Lut hes %o return to Earth, as Taptrg hae not enough fuel for this

Erg Noor was born in space, and people mot only live longer in space tioe,
but on Earth as wwll.

The eres take turne in "long sleep", and during Erg Noor's time Pel Lymn
and Ingrid Dietra take over, They get into the field of an "iron star™, whioh
is invisible Wt neaty, and land on ome of its planota.

Darr Veter, Director of the OuYer Saetions of the Great Cirele, is ¢iving
up hie Job and awalis his suecessor. lven kaes, who i3 an Afriean, Darr Veter
loves Veda Kong, vho is vary beautiful, cnd wiho in her tum loves Erg Noor,

The transition of inforcation round the Greet Cirole is due, and Vede Keng spesks
for Earth, dressed, for sope resson, in the costume of 0ld Crete. She talks
about Earth'’e history, shich 1s now the Era of World Imity, consisting of the
Ages of Allience, Lingual Disunity, Power Development and Coouon Tongue. This
takes nine pages. Everything is wopderful now,

After ber turn another planet sends. Everything 1s wonderful there inclue
ding dark red humenoids, It is a pity that this planet is six humdred light
years away, ond they olght not even lmow of the Grent Cirele. Especlally Wwen
Mnes is very iopressed,

haanwhile on the blaeck planet rights ;}spnceship. Is it Egmus?
The planet®'s gravity is threc tines that of Earth. Tharaefore the crew vear
" junping ekelatons” ~ "sieel, leatheracovered frames, that were worm over the
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spacesuits and were fittcd vwith clectrical motors, spring and shock absorbers
toc anable the crew tu -ove nbout under conditicna of excessive welght”,

(This 15 a ncw one on 0e, Jebe)

Thare is no trace of [ ‘s crew. dut there 1s epough anameson for
gm'ﬂ rcturn to Earth, nlso lots of files, 's logbook is on tepe:
anggod, caught In field of dron star. After 1 ng the crew began to dise

appear nysteriously. There 1s o non~terrestrial spaceship noarby also aban-
doned, but is toc ouch in 8 hurry to get off to investigate, Thers 1s
8 wmarning of the lcst survivor WEVER to leave the ship: “There i= nothing tut
fury and horror." Tontro *s oren build a sort of corridor to get the nnameson.
Then the "Nothim™ ~ppairt a sort of gigantic bleck jellyfish, who sre abla o
got into o sort of telepathic ecuumnicction with huaans, sending dresd.  Hut
they can be booten off by light, and the Dgatgp orew oanage to catch txu of thou
and sanl thes up 4n o tank. They then try to investigate the axtraterrestrial
ship, but are attackod by a "walking black ercss”, and Nisa Creet is hurt ond
unconseicus es she throns horself before Erg Noor.  But the cress 19 beaten
off, and thoy try to cut through the speceship’s hull with a robot, but flanes
conc out end oelt tlwir only robot, = Tagiks decides to leavos

ipenwhile Veda Komg and Darr Veter are on & "flying platforn® over S1iberisa
They have an accident, sre attzcked by a big bull whou Darr Veter beats off, and
nanage to pget 10 o conp of scientists, whe take undarground photos of petrified
anioala,  They get in touch with Veda's group and decide to push on. At the
seaside Darr Veter is swinning with Vetn’s aide, czlled Miydko, who 18 a good
diver, btecnusc her forvbears were pearlfishoers. They discover a blg status of
& horse on the bottou of tho sca.

Uvenn Mass wants to contact the planet of the red people,

lerawhile Drrr Veter ceets Vede and two other women: Edva hani, A tauous
paychiatriat, and Chars Hrndd whose name *has sone sart of resgmblance to his"
though how end why is nsver expicined. (“Derr Veter® nenns in Russilan “Gift
of the Wind". DNoss tayone know any language in which "Charn Nandi" means any=-
thing sinilar, and 1f so, will he please let me know? Ju.G.)  She 1s a nodel
for Cart Sann, an ertist, vho paints ideal wonen. They ars joined hy Mven lans
nnd Renn Lose, and ¢ discussion sbout Art follous (Six pages). Then the men
get together on "dipolar nethematies”, cnd Kenn Home 1s nmll for Mven Mnad' ex-
parincnt - ta contact the red planet sonehow. Everybody else thinka it is too
dangarous,

Heanwhile Nisa Creet 1a still nlive, but in a atate of suspended andontion,
w is returaing to Earth, rnd the c¢rew i4 running off the filos hae

+ There is a blue stor, Yegn. It hna two planets which conne
approached, as they are in a state of ecnstant geological uphegval, anil even
the tyird one 15 not nueh better. The fourth is a desert without =ny sign of
1afca T*&;{‘.'S erev: is vory disappeinted, because for some renson the paople
on E~rth hove thought zo far thrat Vege and 1ts planets should be the nearest
thing to parcdise.

Logng Layey, the ship's doctor, offers treastment for his love to Nisp te
Erg Noor {MIT whet you think - purely pedical treztment) but he refuses.

As they cone near Enrth they listen in on a discussion cn eending nore
axpeditions te Wue Stars. Thie i3 an Earth-wide brondoast, nnd anybody can
Jein in. T 5 objecta, They lend on one of Neptune'’s satellites ns this
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is & quarentine planet,

An expedition hes found out that Plutw Jdoes not really belong to our solar
systena

after Mnishing quirantice Tgodes lands on Esrth.

teanshile the horse in the ses hos been exnzined and found to be nade of
purc golde This sesws to be a sluver schewo uf Sous de:xd and gone ruler to
hide his ill-gotten gains: nake it into a statuc and set it up in a public
places  Nobody will ook for it there.

A long discumssion on nbstrast art follows bolween Edva Mahl, Dare Veter,
Vada Kung and Cort Sann {who are against it). Chara Handl sings, then there
19 a transnission, and Veda Kong learns theot irg Noor is sefely back. Yarr
Voter focls he has now lost hor und applias for a job in Siberia, but there ia
tw vacancy in the nines, s he deeides to go t¢ South Averica instands Thie
15 gany becnusa nohedy has nore Lelongings than he can carry, and yun can give
up your living acconvdotion at a nonent’s notice.

On his way to South Aneriea he paets the son of a friond, who i9 viorking
in the Watcher's Service in the Vust African $wanps. Next year he will begin
hia Twelve Labours of Hercules, which cvory young Oan nuat accomplish before
he i3 accepted es an adult, (¥ nention of what heppens if he cannot or will
not acconpliszh theme)

His triend, and bis friend's girl friend, “#rean of working in o filald
whére ousic helps uc to underatand the developaenl of living organisns, to
study the syophony of their structure“. They ask Rarr Voter to ba their pen-
tor, and he consents., He then goes on to the City of Chemists.  They work on
the seashore. Diare Veoter s working in A wine as a nechande,

e evoning the House of Highor Muale transuits the 13th Blue Cosnie Syo-
vhony in F lWinor by Zieg Zohr., This is a conbination of sound and lighis
Aftorvuerds the uesspge i transnitted that Satcllite 57 has been deatroyed.
Darr Veter has to lecave at once,

This is the result of Hven Muca' and Renn Dose's oxperiment. Ewen ¥asg!
thoughts on this ~pc described on ten pages.

There 35 the Fete of the Fimndng Howls, and the Women's Spring Pestival,
The Men's Festival is in gutunn. Veda Kong sings a few songs in the glgmuntle
Solar Hall of the “Tyrrheninn Stadium. Applavse is shown by pressing buttons
thet econtrol golden, bluc, onerild or rod lights. (Mo buttons for bLoa. Jalia)
Chara Handl donces and ia n grent succesa,

Later Veda confesses ‘to Edve that she really loves Darr Yeter, and only did
not want to do anything about it as long as Erg Noor was still in epace. 1t
is not made cleer whether they just, in our terms, "had an understending”, or
whether they were what we now call “norried”. both girls dacide to go tc tha
fheadeny of Sorrow and Joy and nlse visit Fdva's sevenieenwyearecld daughter,
who 1s otill at sehool,

411 ehdldren live ot ecliole, co-edurated. (hildren undor schaol) age stay
with thedir nothers.  Fullow seven pages describing Mven Mase at the tolascopo
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Lafore Satellite 57 blows upe

Ench "oyele" (I suppose wme would call 1% "class") have separate schools end
living quarters, but the older children select “wards®, and look after than,
until they are woved on, which bappens f2irly frequently. Veda goues for a walk
and neets & group of boys to whon she gives a lecture on living, philoaophy,
history eta, with which they are thrilled. Edwa Nahl gives anothar lectura to
the whole school, This takes fifteen pages.

}eanwhile Renn Dose and Hven Mass begin their experiment the outecone of
vhich we have alrecdy been told forty-four pages before, Renn Bose is badly
burt, but he is opersted on and will survive. Chara Mandi is giving wp dancing
to work in a factory groving artificial leather, She and Edva Hahl think Mven
Maas was right in vaking the expericent, Dut he will be tried for it. Edwn
tells Chara to go to him ~ he needs hers She herself will look after Renn
Eose.

lewen Mass has gone to the “Jsland of Oblivion". There liva the people
who prefer 1o live as farmers, fisheroen, herdsoen etc,, and "do not want t©
wmork on the ssne leval ag other people®. If not watched “bulla™ night becone
lenders of the island = tyrante and purderers. Dut the rest of the world wote
ches over then, and sees to it that gverybedy is good.

Scoevkere on the island is Sath Lohn {a pan), o pathenatician who was also
involved in sone sort of unonlledefor experinent. {I really cannot remenber
vhat it was: it 15 s0 far behind in the story., J.G.) HMven Mass wandera about
on the islanc and neets & gie) vho is frightened of a men who is following her.
Mven Mass fights hiu and the geng he ie part of, and then Beth Lohn (who is the
leader of the gang) tuens w',  Mven Mass gives hin a lecture on his had ways,
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and Bath Lobn and the gang go awey scarling. Later Mven Mass is attacked by
& tiger, but Leth Iohn helpe hinm, and later the US Marines turn up = sorry, I
mean Chare Nandi and some of her friends, and Mven Mass agrees v return to the
world with ther, and face his trial.

The Astronawtioal Council sszecbles and shows a photo of our Golexy, taken
from the side (? J.G.) Everybody is very impressed, as well they night be,

Somehedy then proposes to elter the Earth's axis “to maru the polar regions,
soocth out polar fronts and increase the planetts water supply”. {1 thought
w8 had Yoo uueh as it is? J.G.)  This would now be possible through Mven's
and Renn'’s experiment., Then they examine Mven Mass' cese, and he gets off
1ightly.

They toen discuss another Cosoic Expedition, =ith special reference to the
extraterrestrial ship Erg Mooy has found about tvo hundred and fifty psges back.
They decide to have three new sxpeditjons.

A team of scientists axemine tha black jellyfish and the bit of metal Tan~
ixg has brought fron the black planet, They find that they will be able to
curs Nisas

Erg Noor meets Veda Kong and they asgree that he lovea Nisa and she loves
Darr Veter, and they can all be good friends, Erg and Nisa will be off agaln
fata space,

Darr Veter 45 on a satellite that is still in construetion, This is a
new expariance for him.

Veda and her ftean are in e tunnel that leads to a huge oave. There they
find wotor cers fron "the Era of Disunity", alsc all kinds of machines, This
seene to be o cove pen had built to record their achievements for posterity.
In the next cave they see jewellery. Iut there ie anothsr cave with s steel
doore They wonder what is behind it, but connot open it, end before they
reelly get going thera is a landclide and seversl hundred netres of reck fall
on the stesl door.

Mven Kaes 45 "on the top floor of the History House in the Indian Section
of the northern inhabited zone”. He gets a ¢cll fron Veda who asks hin to ask
the “Prephetic brain" how to get to the door with the ninluum risk.

eanvhile Daxr Veter is a$ El Homra maiting for the spaseship (Swan)
to be findsied. DTintagells hes gone ¢0 the black planet to investigete the
foreign spaceship.

Renn Boss wante to cone with Erg, and for the taka-off Vede cones tooe
wunlus fintus has news: he was watohing the takeaoff, but he has found a conmu-
nieation from indrovedsz NWebula, which nust have been sent long befcra Earth's
ice ape and the appeerance of nen. They now know that the spaceship on ‘the
black plenst is froo therae.

And now iz off t¢ Acheynars Dorr Veler, Veda Kong, Chara Nendi and
¥von Hass see off,
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/nirodeds iz o Ftrange bock. I seena to oe that it is not sc much a
novel 6s inc awthor's blusprint for the Ides) State of the Future, peant for
the eamnest young student who i3 sSuppoocd to de his bit to pake this cone
4$rue. There i3 not the slightest o of huoour in all tha 422 pegos. Huw
one conld crgue that there arc a grent nunber of books of world literaturo
witheut huocur - tut in a pecfact world, where practically any disease can bo
cured, and notody is ever hungry or out of =work or cthurwisc in need I would
expact pacple to bo gay and rorefree ~ but they are all dasdly scricus =1l
the time, and nct ono laugh is ever even nenticned. 4nd thowgh the uuthor
describas any mumber of higbly dranztie scenes it is olwnys done in such an
aeedenic and dry style that at lesst this render wrs left completely cold.

The sppe applivs to descripticns of beauty. In one sentence of Ray Zrod-
bury {"Dark they were cnd golden ayedes.”) I find oore postry then in rll the
Thges describins terrestrinl and extretecrestrinl scenes of becuty. This oay
be the fzult of the tronslater, though I doubt it. 1 have tried it the other
wey round: translated Dradbury intc Russian, and the paglc works ~ translated
a sentence fron .indrcoedg back, and it reocins lifeless.

Tho characiers, toa, renzin curiously un-alive. They ell spesk alike,
and tkeir dialogues seca ratber to be tho thoughts of just ono perscn, vttered
by different veuths. Here are o few exagples taken et randun, I will give
aixpence 10 anybody who cza guess corractly who 3ays what

"You were right wher you oaid before the transpissiun bewan thai
scuathing unusual swins goingg to happen today. For the first time in the
cight hundred yecrs since we joined the Great Cirele a planet has appcared
in the Universc inhabited by beings vho are ocur brothers not only in in-
tellect but in body ao wells  You can well imngine oy Joy at this discow-
arys In the old deys people would have said that it was o lucky sim and
present-day payehclogiate weuld say thet coineldental events have oecwrrad
that favoue confidence and give you cnccursgemsnt in your further soerk.

"You are very popular. Iz that dus to your work as a historian or
ta your notcrious besuty? - "Moither tho ano nor the cther. You
elther hide in the depth of a laboratory or go ssny olone for cope terrw
ibly straindng nignt worke  Yon do wore for minkind and vuch wiore imporis
ord things than I do but it is nll one-sided cnd not for the sidc thet is
nenrer ¢he henrt.,” =  "igain a vepronch to cur technienl eivilisntion?*
- "Hot to ours but to the lefte-avers of former fatal oiastakes.  Twenty
thonesnd years agw our troglodyte ancesturs dwew art and the senactions
oomnected with it werc nc less ioportont to soclety than seicnce.”

*You, sdth your poverful intellect and sdll-power mede of the veake
ness of the hun~n s)pirit, of their villingness to suboit, n factor thai
wod responaible for ooany of the ealnnities of tha pneient world. Ia tho
ald ¢ays wen oould ~void rosponsibility by laydng the blane on the strong-
or, by suboliting blinlly opd obediently and then Iaying the blone for
their own dgnorance, laziness and meak will on Cod, an iden, & military or
politienl lesder, Urs that the sane thing ag rensonable obadicnce tu o
teacher of our world? Wuat you :ant is to train people who are loyal to
you in the sane way £3 oppressors in the past did, yon waut hupan robots,”
-  “EFnough, ycu telk too zuche®
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A1l through the book tho characters are telling wach other how things
wore in tho “dark agos®s I ooy nut nove in the right circles, bud I cannot
repasber hearing reancks liko: “How wonderful it is that we now have electric
light, ond what an cchioveocnt 3t is scon against the Middle hges when pevpls
had tc exist wiserably with torchos and eundles in their dravghty caveas"
Though told dn greet detail of tha pernonul foelings of the Top People abont
whon this gtory 15, we lenrn vary little about averyday life,

Ayparently they do not use roney » but how 3o they get food, clothes,
books, records nod yacowd playéers, or whateve takes their place: do they cut
thetr hair, do the woonen wse handbags and if not where do they kesp the 1001
things they noed, hove they got newspapera, does everybody pet the sans pay, 1f
eny, who cooks, and what do they cat? - the list is cndlesas,

Sorprioingly thera is no cention at oll of psychical developoent: wmeither
ESP in general nor even telepathy have cvelved.  The cnly difference betwssn
uvg and the peoplo in tho book is that: “They live muck longer™,

And fo end this: another sixpence prize for anybody who can tell ne why
the book is onlled sindroueda JEAN GHANGN

H4 few issues back, scocbody was vondoring whet Ruasian st waa lilke, end
thip cxhaustive andromcdanslysis da the direct result.  Jean adds, though:
“let me hasten to add that this is the only Husaian SF bouk 1 have read so
far, so don't let's judge by that elone.” AMB

HOT=REVIE 5

Hainlein, Roburu Aez The I aho Sold iire Moon (Pan 230 pagos 3/fd) “uprint of
scmo of RAH 'a early "iuturc history™ s%ories, 21l vell=known,

Clarke, srthur Ca.: Predude to Space (Four Sguare 159 pages 2/4d)
Yovvnertory=styic sceomt of the first flight to the noon.

Ticinlein, Rrbert he: Methusclah's Coiddren (Collancz 192 pogus 15/-)

The Yog-1ived "Houard fanflics™ search for a Letter howme amony; the stars.
foyes (eda)}s Cont%t (.. Library 176 pages 3/6d)  Short stories oa the theme

of Mese gantast Lith exiraluerestrinls, Ly big nams authors.
Lhillipe, Mark: Tho Inpossitles (Pyramid 197 pagus 2/6€6)  Pei erviminals of 1972,
Hovard (uda): Hore &' ( elmomi 173 pages 3/6G)

d prirse dnning stories by malrnly npane authors,
Knighe, Donen: Analoguo Pen {Curkley 160 pages 3/€d)  Man co.tyolled by machires,
Pohl, Pecderil: Ty Abonineile Eartim-n { ollantine 149 pages 3/6d)

Shord novel, nevalet ¢ 5 shorts, pninly fron “Gplaxy™
Hnrrigo.a, Hariy: Plaues of the Damned (Csaterm 135 pages 2764}  righi o seve

a race {ron Symbiotic datniatinn in future society (HOW the Yaigp siacy Ome'J
dlien. & it

yon Yogt, A.E.: The Vuysro of the Sace wgple (Panther 289 pages 3/60)
Varieiies of alien lifo met by an interetellar cheditivn,

Yonerw, Kurty Siceng oi Titea (Corgd 220 pagos 3/60) Satire - au atieupt
W oaveid o preordsined fuwiure,
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YECTOR IS ROT & fiction nagezine, baing prinardly a canp-followe= of the sf
field, I%¢ has never been nversa to the oceasionsl story, hemaves, gnd here
is one by un tuthor nust oppropricte to the occasion - VECTOR's firsl cditor
rnd this yenr's Convention Guest of Honour, Bdwin Cherles Tubb. Ome doecn's,
thase days, zee so nuch of his stuff about as one used f0. This ia generally
regrotied = noverthaless, in his time he has playad a major part in helping do
shape 3itish sf, Perhaps we'll see him moks o comabeck some day, with nor2
of hie thousht=provokins concertsa

WAS SUMDAY, But thers weuld ba no bells, no happy bande of wurshippers

N wending their way to old, familjar buildinga, no orgens iif‘ing their

K "~ cultisthrooted voicas o tha Glory of Gede bu% it was Suiday and there
would be g service, That much, at lanat, remnined.

Tiredly the Reverend John Parish reso frem Liis narrow Bed and, as he had
every morndng of his remembercd life, knolt and commencad his day rith praysr.
He did not pray aloud but communad seftly within hinself end, os alwnye. he
begged for uldance, for strength and huehleness and, above )1, he proyad Ged
to forgive those in nced of forgivoness,
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Ha wn3 a long tine on his kness and, vhen he rose, fatigue washcd over
hic ag if 4t ware o torydble thing shich he had ta fight 63 a swionar fowsht
the wovesa He wny 8o ccoustoped to fatiyue thnt 1t ssemed his natural siate
but even so be hod to pause for o while, leaning ngolnst the wall until strength
roturmed and he could recowcnce the routine of tho day,

He woshed nnd shaved and dressed with peinsteking care, the rusty black of
hia threpcdbere suit odtching ihe broken shoes and the shirt which, thowsh clcan,
was far fron: news He coobod his bair, sooothing tha tangled locke which
wrasthed his hend, the boldness of his natural tonsure rising e dooe of pink
froe o sea of prey, ie placed a bettered hat over the baldness and then, his
tollul couplete, he lifted a loose floorboard and from bengeth 1t collaected the
thinga needful for this day.

It wes early but even so the strects wera not desertad. Life beyan early
in the citlas cnd the tenro of each day was the same. He passed ¢ cofc amd
bis stomoch sent urpent nesseges to his brain ot tho scent of coffee and food.
He igmored the nessages; it wes not yot tice to hreak his fast.

It wss not time to linger cither. The soaring bulldings and subatantial
howmes, tho well-fed sitizens and easy livips which had bred tolerance were things
of the pest but the sluna reucined and the slums, old or naw, housed thair own,
peculiar form of life. Waoty 1ife, toys with the faces of ceny girls with
the cyes of wooen, childrcn who surely must have beon borm maturce A diffcrent
form of 1ifz to thaot he roucobercd amd yat, was it so wholly different?

Were not nll pen beasts veneath their ckin?

The judgenent wes ton ceneralised. He knew it end felt a oementary shamo
at havine yielded to the hitternegs of cynieiams ALl nen vers not the same,
Ryen in this world there was tolerance and a rouvgh kindness, A little, only a
little, but aven that showel that men conld not be wholly bad as oud cawwot be
all dirt if i1t contedns flocks of golde And, 1f %o thot tolerance and kind-
neag faith could be added, would not the world be reborn?

He stundlod and aluost fell, his hand rrospiog his breast pocket to =afe-
guard that vhich rested within,  There had bean nothing to meke hin stumble;
the povenent was trew of obstruction, tmt he 1id not vonder at it. Often he
stupbled and often ho fell, both without eppirent canae, Tt, like the tatifue,
hed become a part of adp life 1o b nccepted without quention.

He prused, le~ndny aguinnt the zide of a builfing and, for the first time,
discavered thet he wag not alone, Two pen had followed him domm the =treet,
and now thay stood watchin: him, hispering aach to the othar, their eyes
rlinting like those of ;udnmals alwdyings their prey. The sight of theo brought
o pounting drepd.

He did not 1ike to feel the terror. He did not 1like feeling 2= if he
vere & cripinsl even thouph society had proseridod hip as such 30 Le carried
thaet on his boty which, if discovered, wculd cause hig denth.

How long he rencined leandag rgeinat the nell he did not konow but, aiter
a while, his heart ceesed its bam.cring cud sone of the fear left him =e that
he was z2ble f0 lifc his hoad aud look arcund.  The meén had ;une ard, aside
fron a wonen entering the oafe, the street was dasarted. Reliaved he contin-



18 VECUIUR 25
ned his jourmey.

Past the warehousee, copty now, broken and geping roofless to the cky.
Past the sear patch of ground ringed rith redepsinted wamings. Past griped
dwallings with papered windows nnd couldering brick, the scent of then an
abeninations On to the intersection and then right and so past St, indrew's
where fire-scorched stone resraed forlorniy towards the Eky.

His feet belted hin there though he kner it was unwise and he lemmed on
a crunbling well ns he locked at the ruina, Thay were pot unique. The churde
or hed been the first to go. The spires rnd arches, the steined zlass wini=
dovs, the buttresses, the 2tons and wacd all had dissolved in flage. Chapelo
and cathedrals, missions and churches, every building which bore a crosa. HNouwe
had oesccpeds

Ha had never quite rucovered from the shook of it. Even now it still
s~emed dnoredible thnt the fnertia of two thousand years couwld have besn negw
nted in so short a times lle remenbered when he had bteon young and that had
‘beon forty yesrs ago when, in a world of change, one thivy: did not changs.
Cugtops could alier and the vorld could dwindle but God and the worshiy of God
remajned. It would always renain, sonething as eternzl as the stars.

Dresudng, he storcd at the rusus of his churche

There hod been warndngs. Cistorians had pointed cut that all societies
obey the cycl:s of growth and decsy, Sooiologists had marned of the yendulwu
of extremes ~rd the psycholozists hed pandeped on the tensions of modern live
ing, the leck of any firc belief. above all there had beon ndvartising and the
fiction of =pceesa wmhich wrs no longer e contented heart but the aoquisition
of possessions, the display ¢f status synbola, the cult of self so that huibhle=~
nems and n reverence for God baeanc alien to the modern way of life.

It was Indiffcrence, they said; e =i of the times. It was naturnl in
the schene of things thot there should be 3 swing to the other ¢ xtrene, For
conturica Ged end the worship of God had ruled the thoughts of men but science
and oyniedsn bac bred doubt znd men no longer worshipped God or feared Him or
reverenced is nanc.

Then the Devil had suileds  The door of Hell eracked open and, for o
while, the churchea wmore full of desperatc crcatures pleading to the God they
had ignored for help and protceticn. The door of Hall had opened wider ~nd,
shen 1t fNnelly closed, scusthing of Hell itself repained behind sc thet the
world would never bha the scae sgnin and ornters glowed where cities hed
sprevled and things too horriblc to bec enlled hman had been born to jporents
valiued without cutwerd sign of injury.

It was dargerous tu limger 400 longs pore dangerons to iinger in tha coils
of memcry eve: thoumh they were  quarter of a century old now and & new gene
eration crept vhere the old had strutted. Sighing be left the crundbling wall
and contimued down the street to the nafn intersection chere & traffie control
offioer stood on his dais, tha pesp of his whistle shrill as he directed the
pedaleecars, the slavestandene, the oyclss and the handepushed cortss A hauler,
& ooliared cutent, stuibled ns he watched and the hiss of the driver'’s whip
drew blood fror the hack of the grotesque things The faces of the pecple arawd

him reuedned stolid =t the =rectacle of crualty.
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He was uot surpriscd, Despite appearences this collection of individuwals
a8 not e true clvilisation, Wo true clvilisatiun could exist uniidl £t had
beun blessed by the knowledge uf God and thase pcople, so ouperficially huncn,
hed denied their Crenters The momory of that terrible time was not casily to
be furgotten,

The Heverend Joln Parigh 1id not forget, He walked az ha had wialked cach
Sunday fur the past twenty yuars, his feet carrying hin with m kpowladge of
their ovn wo that, as he walked, his vind Jdriftcd on othor things, de thought
of the tice when Hell, disguised as war, had touched the world and men had
pleaded with their Saviour and, ®hen no piracle hsd donedietaly oceurrcd, they
had turned and sought a seaposoat in what they hed onca worshipped.

They more not wholly tu bLlawe. An aniwal, blind with spony, cannot be
blamed for whet it doose Civilisation, toru and wounded slpost unte death,
shed toleranca und kindnces, gentleness and understoanding.  There hivd no
losger been room for the gentle virtues and the Goldcn Rulea There had only
Leen room for self sud the law of the jungle. Something had to take the Llance

Hot men hineclf; for who wver accepts blame? Mot the governnents for
they no longer existoed and certaiuly not the blind solf-lust and self-grotifi-
cation of the Individusl. Individuwale wore not big enouch to suffer as thuy
shoulds  Hunamity necied soncthing as large as its hatc, 49 huge ns its sine

They had burned the churches. They had reviled God and those o served
God, They had slavghterad the ionccerts and, in blood, bad scught to wash awvay
their ¢uilt.  God had been bleccd for the failure of men to live by His teache
infe, To serve :lu was forbiddens

It @as growdng late, the sun hright 4n the sky, the streets thronged now
with pevple. He stepred out nore briskly an? came to the market pluce where
handectade vods vere diaplayel on open stalls togetiher with: small nockets of
herbs and mowwds of certified produce.  An inspector wandared the atalls, his
counber slung over his ahoulder and an old men ant benesth a Blackboard teach-
ing a handful of children the rwlinents of arithoetic.

The Reverend John Farish hesitated by the achclar, his eyes on the scrawled
synbola on the blaekbosrd, hoping to aee, as he had seen before, tha slgm which
would have mcant so nuch,  There was no signe It hal been tifteen yaurs since
he had lrst seen it and ha felt the ronviction that ho mould never see it a/ndna
The zign of o fish; of o chiriziien, the s:we now as it had been in the days of
Imparirl Ruoe,

Alnost ke wmas tempted to make hils nwm signg surely the scholar would not
betrry hin?  Then visdon apgerted itsclf and he continued on his way. And
now he glnoat xan for it was very late and, while time vas not of groat inport-
ance, yet habit was strong.

He left the acholar, tho parket, the busy portion of the city. He host-
cned dewn narrowing streets, ducking benenth p red-painted warning which en-
sured his privacy ond cauc at last to & flight of steps which led dowaward to
an underprowsd cellrr wiich tad once been used for the storape of wine.

It ucver aoccorred to hin as he prepared for the servive that, in al) the
world, there “ad to be one man who would be the last of his faith to revercnca
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his gods And that he should he thet 2ans

The service refreshoc hin as it always did; giving hin a spiritusl wormth
and 4 divine content go that he smiled as he left the cellars and even patted,
with strange saffection, the red sign which guarded the cellar vhich was
his churche Strange about thet sign, It warned of invisible death snd yet
he had not dieds It couwdd have been due to his short exposure but be liked to
think that there was a deeper significanca, If only he did not feel s0 contine
uzlly tired,

Hs petumed to the carket place and paused, looking et the nen end women
and Smpish children feelingz, as he always did cn a Sundey, that they were friends
vho would know nud undergtand if he could but find the courage to tell thew
vhat he wes and what he stood fore

A pan buoped into bim, nodded an apology, walked on. Two girls, their
skin white end openly displayed, glanced at hin anc giggled at the sight of his
sopbre olothing. A motron, plubp and breathleas, looked keendy ot his white,
strained foce and pursed her lips aa she oade a wide detowr. Then the €un
suemed to expand in the sky so that it filled his vision and & rushing sound
filled hip enrs as wepkness 2csailed his bodys

He was faintingg ite hod fainted before, He was falling; te had falien
before. He dld not reslsty experdence hed taught hip the futility of that,
Inetead, as darimess replaced the brilliance of the expanded sun, he slunoped
tc his knees, iz hands €lidin; before him, his head hanyrinz low hetvean his
arvise

Scnething fall froo his
inside pockets

A child saw the

Z erwolfix and ignored the

man for the oddly fashioned

v y. A young wooan
saw the figure nailed

> on the cross and

= shuddered with

- conditioned réevule

" sion, A can, no
longer yowng, oow

1% and unterstood,

His shout formed &

crowd.

-

They gathered around
hi=, s8¢ ologe that they cut
off the light of the sun, their
legs fornings & cuge so that, when
he @es finelly able to stagger to his
feet, he gsaw nothing but hard cyes an? faee
whioh bore the stanp of hatred.
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They searched lic. They found the tattered bibls, the stud of candle,
the other thirgs which he hed gunrded for sc longe  And, now that they had
been diseoverad ha felt, not the nunbing terror he ha! sxpected, but relief
and a dopree of prides

The torror had been thoe forr of discovery; novw there was no need of foar,
Any scaret undburdoncd trings o oeisure of relief amd pride, surely, was furgive-
abla? e uas a nap of God, To bio there could be no higher calling,

lle rennined silent ac they siripped io. He 83id nothing as they beet
hin. The steod there, on ould, defencelgss oen with nothing but pride betweaen
hinself and their fury, And his pride turned than into a vob.

Tiere waa no sense or reason in thec, Mo iadividuclity, nothing tut s
erarling;, shouting andncl screerdn;; its hate rs it bad screaned it in the past.
Then they took hdm end aziled hin tc a trec and maited, watcbhful, for hin to die,

de was thin end freil, the ribs prouinent zgainst the skin of his cnest,
his hedr, splket snth smeat, iresthing his brow, his body lacersted =nd, on
hrnds and feet, the erucl! vow.ds oale by the heocered spikes,

Yet, despite his obvious cgony, his fece was strongely calo ms it he felt
an inwnrd wonder and e sense of swe. And, seeing that, the crowd grew vore
oava. ¢ than btefore, They cursed him, derided hio and then, someone who ommed
& gun produced 1t and apened Tire.

He nined et the legs hut his aio wes bad, the bullst hittins hicher then
intendod. The Reverend Jehn Perlsh jJerked aradnst his tree then slunped
egainst the nndls, o fresi wound added to those on hands end fact. A wound
high on the left side cver the heart,

E.C. TUDE

UR Y 5

_lieh, oenes: ch Jcne_ong {: npfloier, 227 pegas, 3/6d}
endexing oitien -iour the zalexy leokivy: for sork « or trouble.
suttics, ensy: tuky (. eyflooor, 100 pages, 3/6¢)
.epidnd clinbe o .be siers fro: the secs of Veius.
dish, Jopeas Tiien's bawhter (Pour Squnre 142 pogea 2/6d)  Ginnd “tetrmploid™
ben end wonen, crecteld ortificinlly, ere resented by the "diploid™ hupcna.
Clarke, Asmvhur Co: Teler Pro. the Lhits Tiart (..ellontine 151 peges 343
ainly huncorous chora svories in "fennizh® setting ;lua shoutehioprapby.
ondiwry, Rey: Tha Day it Kajved Sorewer (Penguin 233 poges 3/6d)
(ne of sedbure's oeny f7 fantesy collections.
Gold, L. {ed.): The .orld thel Conlen’t . a (Pockot looks Yue/iép 260y 2/Gd)
Siuek, Decon Ynight & otvers vith novelettes froo "Celray" - 9 iu cll,
Celd, .L. (2¢.): The 5t Galnxy Reador (locket ooks Iac/V6l 241 peges 2/8d)
14y *relexy* shorte Ly Leiher, Pohl gad cthers,
¥ohl, !recerik: Gledizwor 2% Len {cllutine 172 peges S04) “Whe “Geloxy™
serie) - urisl vy combet run riet i a future uxtrepoleted froo this.
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TROSE OF YOU vho are resh enough to NCK¥ WHAT SREMS TO BE THE
sooke, errry on sooking.  Old rezor #an4xa® PROUBLE ¢ **>n=*
Dblades nay be eaten guictly. For the

rest, will ecoe intellizeni young mon =e= DR, PERISTYLE'S COLUMN

risa end deliver ~ shrevd question?

IVOR R.S, LATTO: Daas the opjpenl of sf }ie mzinly in its speculative nspect
or in escopisu?

DR. PERISTYLE: There was onoe e beautiful princess those father, the king, wae

enormonsly rieh, All pen desired the hend of this damsel, and some of
then asplred to the kincdom ag woll. When the princess was elighteen, the
king announced that suitore wisht ecooe and woo her with suitable gifts.
At once, tlwes princes appenrcd ot the courts The first prince arrived on
a splendid vhite chorger, losded down with ell the gold of his kingdom, and
1aid 1% ot the feet of tlie yrincess. The second prince arrived on a jet
black steed and beerins nll ile eilver of his kingdow, which he placed at the
princass's fecta

The 4kird prinec hal nc richea, He arrived on foot, for he had no horse.
on% on hig way thueash the woods, he espied o ochestrmt that was newly follen
frow o Yree and loy on the griund rich and brown and glossy. He took it to
{the court in his hand 2nd laid it before the primcess, The princess rose
ond stretched forth hor hend, choosing the mon of her hearts Of oocurse she
chose the prince mho ha! brousht the golas

Thie +le, =hich I rotell with thanka to the Host of Thuzber, enbodien
s wellwknouy princiyle of «f, It turns the axpected upside dawn, It plays
wilth logic. I teascs vhere =e thewshd it was going to 1ull (a way of say=
ing it is speculaklva nd escapist)e  Although the two aspects seen oprosed,
in the best soience fleticn hey efion neet, blerding together to becone part
of thzt specia) tonie dose we eall st

AKCHIE WERCER: Would jow say $hat a professionzl writer can oxpect fo get as
mueh pleasurs frcn pecding othes people's professionsl writings as he ddd
before he beosms a profescionsl ~2i4er?  Furthersere, syppocing he wrote to
oult himself rather Tlon his publlsher, womld one expset him to get more
plaasvera fron riting his ova aaderial than fron reading other pooplets?

DR. PELISTYLE: Perhayc thoro ara nony answess o this question; hera 1s uine,
the first part of 4.0 guestion firsd.

A miter would probablr get desper pleasura fom fiction but on n narroser
front, Thiat is, he would rore resdily appresiste the wesknesses of sone of
tie fellows end thie strengiha of scrme of the othera - he 18 in the privileged
wosition of & mon vho oz rend a rusioal secome, I Bujpome %hia is obvious
enousiip one of the lens obvioud rezulis iz that one pets "non-writerts writers”
and *writer®s writers®,

‘leinlein is possibly a non~iriter ‘s vuidter, his nork being on the vhole
ununtbusiestically reesived by s felloms, who find a ahoddiness in his
azproach to fieticn thn® iz not so epparent to the general reader. J.C.
Uallaxd is pousibly o writer®s writer; to his fellon professionals, his invente
iveness ard wit aro roanily gppareri, althoupgh somcone in o recent VECTOR called
hin & *dismal johnpy's And “hére's the eaca of Jio McIntosh, wko ovnea sadd
he thon 't e mae an "editords vediter". That siruok me wy a percertive remark.

To the secomd paxh of your gueshicn, yus, n urlier gets gore pieassure fron
Iis omn work - far nmore vleasure and far more grief,
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IVOR R.S. LATT0: In view of the impanding uemise of the Nova oags, can you

1ell me just how nuch an sf periodieal must depend upon non=fan custom?
Ag & corollary to this, how many repders, proportionately, must & magnzine
such es “Netr Worlda® aim at over cnd above its reguler hardecore of af buffs,
and how yould an editor zet about attrsoting nonefan seles?

DR. PERISTYIE: How can any mogazine depend on fan ouston?  lumerically, the
fans are too few, Look at it this way. Suppose your wagazine must sell
40,000 0 yield = hig: enough percenteze of profit to satisfy its backers.
Suppose 1,700 fans buy every issue - and you know the mmber is probably helf
thet = that :ould nean they formed 2,5 percent of the magazine's readership,
So obviously the pegazine must depend almost entirely on non-fan ocustom,
would gn editor set ebout attracting non=fans? He would produce a magazine
that looked as if 1t wes with it = a touch of the sixties design, no provincial
printing, no painfully represemtationnl paintings on the cover. Atave all,
he would get professionals to supply the eontents: Alan brien would review the
of f£ilns, and veglven. space to d¢ ity Robert Conquest would review the new
booka; people like Ritehie Cplder would write general articles; there might
be & repular column on the visual arts - where painting is going, new designs
for motorveys or tanspoons, trends in architecture; and the fietion would be by
people who can write, people like Golding, Grahan Greeme, Iris Murdooh, John
Bowen, and 80 on, as well as tho batter sf writers we all kmows  Much of the
uriting In “New orlds" (alas, Ly other names we know!) was aub=literate,
oming to the «ditorts difficudty in paying for mnyone better; 2ll thet would
have to go. The nev ratez of pay would be at lerst four times as high as
Nova's, This could easily be done with an editorial boerd and an editor of
sound encugh reputation to attrant the right sort of backing - which cert-
ainly existc nove The result would be a revoluticn.., and what would be
fandop s resoticn, I wonder? You tell ne next session,

Uk, PERISTYLE
CHROUGH HYPERSPACE AND QVERTIME WITH ZERMARD LODFOLD JR. III

The VECTOR Editerinl office having noved to Surrey, lernard Dodfold
Jundor was asked by Aldernan Heanock, the losal kinyor, why the quallty of
the Dogazine had ivproved sc puch recently,

"Wy, that's e2ay," Dodfold replied, rolling his wbrella, "It's our

Chean adir, sip.™
C.F. HoKBZIE

SCIENCE FICTION REVIE? contains: concise and tinely reviows of selence fietion
in bocks, pegazines, and pajorbackey news; and artloles on topics of sclenca
fiction much as story serics. For o FREE sanple aopy of SCIENCE FICTION
REVIRY, write to one of theso addrosscs:

SCIERCE FICTION REVIEW Kermeth ¥, Slater Grahan Stone
Tex 1568 15 Norfolk Street BDox 185, F.0.
San Dieno fiisbech Kanuka
California 92112 Canbs AJCaTe

UuSehs Great Dritain Australia

(suallead froe to penbers)
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AIDISS, 3RTAN We: The Dork Light Years (Faber & ¥aber, 190 pnges,

This book should have as its sub-title A Touch of tre ienry
Millcrs, Vhat with the alicn echaraetars asllowing ahout in
thelr osm drorpings and one of the Luoans taing bevished fron the Louysc for
perpatrating a 288a on his cirl-friend, we have o poonising stevt,

Jrian Aldiss has huilt wp o roputation on "way-cut" idess. Hut how far
does this extend?  When he wap writing this, he aust have felt in necd of a
vental laxative,  It's a pity ho axersied in print, He's gona so “way~oui"
that he's in parial drnger of orbiting in cver-dinmdniching eircles and disap-
pesring up his own intellectunl rectun.

This i5 e hunans-tiect-aliens yarn,  Lrien shaws, in hds rsuzl polished
styla, juat hom diffieult eowunicetion betsesn iwe races with nothing in con-
pon is going to be. Eoat stordes of this type glosa over thic €aet, He
teckles the problen fron both vier-pointz, and guceceda very vell, In partic-
ular, ho descrves praise for keeping “hnt hosry old deviee, the Instartareorn
Languape Translator, hidden, and attany*ing to solve the language berriar the
hard wey. I fear this is bow it will boe

We are treated also tu sone profornd philosophy, which su®fera frou close
pravinity to delishtful puns - In the context of the book - sach as: "Do o
others as you would be duny; by and “Law and ordurc were restored®,

¥hile this is a elover, wollawritten bnok, I doubt Af it will attract any
now readers to of, I wonder 41 it would hove been published had it baen
subnitted by soucone with ftewer ties than Dricn has with Faber & Pebor? 4
pertinent question, I think, D

.

MAINB, CHARLES ERIC: The Man Who Owned the World (Panther, 123 papac, 2/6d)

T havo becn told that the bosie idea of this book hos been usad before,
tut 1t &5 one thatl I have not previcuely pet. Thus I greatly enjoyed The Nar
Who Ommed the World,

T Tirierly, it fells how Robert farson becoues the omner of the world afier
belng killed on the firat oenned rocket to the moon,  Eight thousand y2are
after his daeath Carson 1s rovived by the Wartians who have succesefully devele
opad the seience of antinorphies. Mars and the Earth have boan at wer for a
long; perdod and the Martians see in Carson o weans of completely conirolling
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the Earth; for a trust fund has been set up to his nenory and this fund lhas
Tinanced virtuslly every industry and property on the planet, Thus if
Carzon returned to Enxrth he would, in effect, own it.

Byertunlly Carson doas refwm to ids hooe planet, to find it very chonged
fron the one he ardginally knew. Atonic worfare bas created pany social
problevs, so it 15 no swall tagk for hin to satisfy everyone on Esrth as well
8y escape frov Martlan dopinenca, How he aventunlly resolves overythiag
oakes interesting and very worthwhile roeodings SeRefa

&{Editorts noter the cover to this edition carries the saue 1llustration 83
that $o the U,S, paperback cdition of Heinlsin's Stz r in a Strange Land
= ®hich 45 not on an e~ltogether dissinilar theoe. AI!E

COOPER, EIUND: Trensit (Fabar & Feber, 232 pages, 18/-)

Yost sclence fiction readers will have, early in their peading, coce
acia3s and probebly enjoyed The Swiss Fanily Robinson, an ungorpliceted story
of a group Dattling an wifanilicr enviromment. ITransit, too, is a story of
a group in an enviroment alien to then, Four 'pecrp[e, teo ten and two wooen,
ara given an intelligence test by an alian race, dunped down on an island on
another planet ond lof$ to eas how they handle the situation.

Since this is prinarily & story of owr tinos, the autbor has seen fit to
characterise threc of the group as sexual pisfits, which of c¢ourse mives plenty
of opportunity for lengthy parasraphs describing their rehabvilitation, caidag
tha hook into alnost e Sick Tranasit,

ot thet I heve aaything azainet orotie realiso in litercture, but I
strongly suspaet that sny paychologist reeding Trersit would be astounded at
the ¢ase with wioh the neuroses of the oharacters aru overcane,

There 1z o group of Laddics on the 1zland a8 well, but of course the
Goodies come up trunps in the end in accordance with the welleknovn theory
thet Earthoen are better than anybody.

Trmgait is not & bad book, inasmuch ne it w1l poss a couple of hours
fodrly pleasontly, tut the possibilities of the situation ave icft largely
unexplored cnd the few answers that are produced are too pate Ly oll Dezns
bYorrow it froii the Z,5.F,4, Library snd read ity perhaps you w11l even think
it very pood, He? I'l1l stick with The Swise Fendly Robinsou. I.RJche

ICARUS Vol 1. Wo 5 (and last) Anateur duplicated nsgazine published by
Dave Wood, 14 Edinturgh Street, Rndford, Kottinghan, 32 quarto pnces,fd,

This 1s the fiuel issue of tha Nottinghee: lads® ICARUS, However, & new
pagazina eallad GREEM ONIOHS, "not entircly dewvoted to SP*, i3 scheduled %
sppear frot the sane address, and eontriputions arae invited.

ICARUS is prinarily n seiance fietlon oognzine, and the eontenta incline
heawily tovards flction. n#i11ier Lagarus?s” sative The Gionioks Are Fres
tops the issue by n long wmey, helng to ny oind of yprofessional qu!\lﬂy, Though
the shorter Wolaey ldmited by “Inigo Pendragon" earrios a punchline that
deserves a for E&er veuicle and stande ne a first-elnss aphorisu in its
oen ripnt,

For the rest, ICARUS 18 neatly leddwout, with good spelling end granoar,
and & scaktering of artvork that isn'4t &% all bad, If GREEN ONIONS ie any=

thing 1ike as jood, it should be ToTth wtching fors o)
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GALAXY: A CURCKLIST OF COVEl AKTWORK.,  Prepared by Peter i Vestom,
9 Porlock Creseent, Horthfield, iiroinghen 31, Kight quarto pages,
dupliented, Ho priec listed.

This is a chronologiczl list of all the cover illustrations 1o the oap-
nzine "Calaxy" up to and including the Decenber 1950 issus. It 15 intcndod

as o conpanion voluue 10 the 3,5.F.l.'s “Galexy” checkiist. a2

THF YISUaL SIDE OF THINGS

The First Men in the ifoon is now being coupleted by the nakers of Jgon and tha
Argonauts in the asie process, le, “Superdyneostion“. Stars Lioucl
Jeffrics and Edward Judds

Vengennce, =hich is now doing the rounds, i9 on adaptation of Donovan's irain
Ty Curt Sicloak.

firave New World is 4o be filued dn Spain by Saguel Dronson (the EL _Cid pan).

Childrea of the Downed, a port of amequel to ¥illnge of the Dannad out of Tje
Muvichﬁmkoos, is wov Loing eonploteds  Stars Inn Hendy and Alan sadel.

Tha #ind of Er. Somies by Charles Eric 1ine is a preject that has been naned
or futurc yroduction sone binc,

There is o estron; tunour thet the French direstor Francois Truffault Zs zoing
to Hew: York to direct Fahrenheit 451.

The Velit i to forr one pert of an cvenins's perforhance at the Aldwyel:
Theatre souo tive in the futurc.  (‘redbury yaan ex The Tlustrated hen.)

Ard finelly: Perelmdra, by €.5. Lewis, 1s to be nade into en opera.
VICTOR MALELET?

SHALL~ADS FREE T WEELS SulsDI~ADS FRIEE TO MEISERS SUALL=ADS FREE TO

CONVENTICN E:(STER 296ds  There is £till tine to get in on this, and attend the
Annuzl Genersl heeting of the L.S.F.a. vhile yon're about 1t.  5/- to Tony
Walsh, 38 Snxon itond, “ridgwater, Sonerset, briwg:z you full details and future
bulletina atc = and gounts tonards attendance foes if you attond. The loc-
ntion is the -l ilotel, Peterborough, the occnsion the whola Enstor weak-end.
A record attendonee is uwnderstood to be expected. lHelp anke it bigror still,

STILL WaffIe 70 Y with extrene urgency, the following artieles, for ihich
alnoat any asked ;rice i1l be worc than gladly paid:—
1, A (TECKLIST & JTSTORY OF “HEW WORLDS" {. .S.P..\. Publication)
9. & CHECKLIST OF LiITISH S5F & FANTASY, Part Ome {and Part Two, if it
exists) by E, Tenteliffe
34 i CIBCKLIST OT Tiik ST0..0E5 OF E.C. TUDL, -HIkid ALDISS & FRANCLIS G. RAYEL
I s ITISI SF LAGAZINKS by e Jurgeas
Also any checklist of the latc "AUTHENTIC SF* and "SCIEWCE FANTASY®, T would
he interested in any sucly, and jcrsonal bibliographies of any lirdtish 51 writers
{excluding the recent ildiss Uibliography, I}E £2,) such as Jancs White, Phil
Iigh, Lob Freaslie, John Orusner, Kenneth culier, J.G. Ballard, E.H. Jaues, ete.
Pleuse eontaot David ousby, Haneee lane, Wokinghan, iserks,
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Je KEP I was irocdiately attrected to tho Bavsoo: .
20 Yewerton Roed  dan article, being et one tine & fan of Z.7B.
Ellesperc Port This artiele was first rate as it vas wriiton
WIRRAL dn such a way es to give the euthor's fewlts
Cheshire and virtuwes the right perapectiva.

Whatcver E.R.i}, ony bo said o be, ho
was cartainly an entertrining writer md his ability to start the bock with
agverel plots and gradually knit then together was renarkabla.

Ky om favourite was (is)} Synthetic ken of llars vhich was the fir<t onz I
read but Gods of l.ers ie o close mecond. Yhet I would like to know however i
if B.R.:5, @ver wrotc any short storiea (5F) that did not includs Cartes, lapler
or Tarzan. If so, whot are they like? linyhe the undarworked Dr. Peristyla
could snsrer this one.

Sheila Pinnington's letter in VECTOR 24 was interesting in tha* while I was
&t school a fow of us used to mrite storiea very nuch like tho oene about Spacz
Trave) with the enphasia on nonsense worda.  Half o page of exorcisa took prper
sould Lo devoted to n otorys The ddes waa to alwse ouraclves but we voncocted
soue really weird sliens in doing soj e.o., the ycllow throgged radger which
inhabits the gripple helt on Svalt,

{{Seein; »s hon the undervorked Dr, P, is now overworkod, I'11 see wick 3
can do about your E.R.:l. query nyseli. Durroughs didn‘'t go ia uch for ibe

story ea o forn « his typical work was either a eouplote novel or o scries

roe or four "hevelebtes” which fopcther sdded wp to s noaplete novel.
& few of these shorter -orka are "indspendent” - possibly becanse be never sob
round to writing the coipenion-pieces. Whereas, furthsrmore, ithe majorily of
his naterisl is interlinked - it is eatogorically statad that Tarzen cnd Barcoo-
eowexint 1n the sase continum. for instance - certain itei:s gppear 1o holong
to entiraly ditferent continua, The test sxanple I ean ;ive is The Lost Cont-
% (original title ieyond Thirty), resontly publishet in Ancriea by Aco

, which is a Tirst-clnss "post-cntastrophe" story. ANk

PHILIP RARGOTTLE I'y enngratulations to Srian iolla for his ERD aptiela; =
27 Cheshire Garlens ood job, very nlcely written and illustrated. LUw oaly
WALESEND ON TYNE quibble 1s on story eveluction - which ds ag 1% =hauld

Northuoberl aml be. Personally, I found baater Fiod of Para quite un=

readabls, and think Chesstien of Vrrc his oost brillient
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bock, To those who aecocusc ERD of writing only erud, how 18 it that his books
have alwmys been in print, eelling in thousanda, yesr after year? (4Sorry to
interrupt, Fhil, and 1% on your side in this, btut could it be thot the nejority

of pmple%ﬁmﬂ? A¥

Ba ) s idrdan, HNext letterccl you night bave to read such invidious
Arivel aa "What about ER3's liartion vocabulary appendixy..the Moon $tori¢sess
Zeyond Thirty...Rolls oertairly blundered by failing to nention the Pellucidar
sariefes,ohat about Invisible bisn of barg in Oct 1941 "Anezing"? - etc.®  The
Nit-Piokers, who never mrite erythin; theceslves, will try to tall you where
you went rToR: « but sty nothins of vhere you were right.

I only hope you cre nade of sterner stoff than I au3 ©il) be able to igmore
invnlid oritledsc, wil mdve us nore articles of sitilar acope and standard.
Soue of us Just ean't take it any rore,

There will wot ba one ninute's silence, wild cheering or sncering, or pep-
hapa o visit to ths lavatory with VECTORs lé, 17, 18, 2! & 23 (just in case the
roll ;dves out) ne I nake an runouncenent.

I shall not suluit any written artieles to VECTOXR for six ponths, to date
fron oy realin, of Patar ¥hite's lotter on Pebruary Tth.

It is quite trus, ilr. White, that I failed to cention Dark Universs,

L and Sger ¥ommoods This fact elieited fruo you a sneer at the c3itorial
JurAse “hervily resenrchsd”s  I'11l tell you hom and why these “startling onis-
sions" ocecurral. Are you sitting corifertably? Then I1'11 begin.

My nethod of writing artdeles ie to do & first dreaft in long hand, catirely
fron newory « without reference to snotual books or mngazines. Juat ne, chair,
table, pencil ond papers In this wey I include stordes which have gentwinely
inpresacd me, relevmnt toc a porticulnr subject. The completed draft is then
typed out, with the stories oentioned to hend, for rrecise dating s
verbetin quotation., It ds, in this foro, twiee the length of the oobpleted
erticle you real in YECTOR, I thon rewrite and shortan it to neet the leagth
requiresents of VECTOR, I've hed tc cut ont, reluctantly, isinov's Lule, etce

I do not “resoarch” whet other peorle have zritten about books I Lave not
reads My crticles aro basod perely on uy own reading. I think this 1s the
ouly renuine way o wwite thea, Iy rending is protty wide, but obvicusly I
rannat cover the vhole fiold, Here nnd there I an bound to omit o story you
would have ineluded - but have 3 rerd all the sterles ] pentloned? What if
¥en hed wrivten the orticle, an wrote a sneering letter saying "hasn't White

read The lonstrosity of Evclution, ate?

EE Tt 16 not Just thiz :odint that ot ny goat; thare is norae, It 0 hap=—
tens thet in oxder to kezy ~brerst of the field as best I can, I joined the SF
Look Cluve Couseguently I do not buy pew 15/~ hard covers, because I know darm
161l the Clul will dssue the hest of then for 7/-. 1 firct sew dopise of iipte
%am‘. Derk Universe in Hoverber and Decerber 1963 vhen they were issued

ub nE nw-bers 79 & 60, karch of the lLutants was sritten in 1962 - one
year enrlisre

Ae to wiy Star Vomnwod smen't nentioned, not to put too fine a point on
it, I've never heard o + I have never sean raferencs to this story in all
The nany years I'e heen reading SFa As 1 naver knew it oxisted, I've nade
no offort to 4y and recd it, The very fact that Peter Whita reconnends it
iz enough for ue to detarnina that I will never cmrt to read it, either. I
d¢o know of a Wells story ealled Star le.ovtten, in wmhich Earth is bouborded with
Rr.".nee roye to shope hwim enbryos into néw super=beings. Whet's oore, it's
gemorally held to be o louey story. I toyed the 1des of discussin- the iuinnts
in The Ting faciine, Lut vost fans 711l have reand thls anyway.

Other White jointa aru scwevhat brown (2 dose of his Eusou Salts no doubd)
end I just ornmot be bothersd with then,
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A final point: why "ctrike" for vonths?  Why not for goodl? Who
knows? If we pet =z nore nerceptivo tor, 1ike Er, Whita, I cay vanish froo
VECTOR indcfinitelys. Even as 1t 15, under “Printeany-old-rubbish” Werecr,
I'vo hed w0 struggle to nnke tho grade. The zix nonths?

Thet's how lony it tock ne to write oy articles,

I have published this letter in full because Phil's fealings arc hard to
bottle upa I wil! just say this - that I hevo found Phil very co-operative
oyer the patter of reenriting things, and whet he torce VECTOR's “length
requirenents” ore sowowhet oorc clastie than his vording uight leed one to
supLose, Ak}

KEI'H OTTER 1 find thet I oo stirred ({Those Eposon S«lis sgain? AN}) o
149 High lwoad leap to the dofence of Philip Harbottle's recunt article.
Willesden Green In discussing this article Pater Whitc elains that "a uuiation
LONDON MR.10 i9 o romdon gonetic varirtion, not en evalutionsr; chango."

I quote frou the Shorter Oxford Fnglish Dictiorary {the one
wmth only 2,515 pagea): “Eutation: Used {es opposed o variation) in biology
for the kind of change which rasults in the jroduetion of 3  new specics,™

Either Peter Wnite or the Oxfurd University Press is wrong.

PETEH WHITE VECTOL 24 illusirated thc sed celaise that hangs about the
75 Ashley Hoad ~ssociztlon journel these dzys, The sarsoco article proved
BPSH very intcresting, ¢ven to one uninterosted in E4Ral. o5 3
Surrey writer. Dr. Yeristyle was, as usual, witty and inforocd.

Houever, the visual iopact of the cagnzine was depressingly
clauatrophobla, a heavy nass of 4yping.

The problen could bo solved by having twe editors, one to scleet nater-
inl, awther to arronge layout,  Surely sengone could be found to denl exclt-
inzly sdth the aosthetics of irterior layout, the relative ossses of rrint end
nargin, the plnoins of 1llustr~tions; just as the jeneral editor dezla with the
sesthetieca of cortent.

HThia 1s « very ;wod point, and T an very uuch awnrc of the problenm.

The trouble width o htoseditor lark would be that the sesulting postel frusi~
rations would nake it oven noro ¢ifficult than it is to hold VECTOR to a xeg-
ular echedule. This is the wain reason why, while I'c editor, T like to keop
a3 pueh of the vork in ny own handa na 1 feel capable of handling at leas: xe2-
soaably efficiently, Two pecpla living in the sape town - ar the sane bounse
evon = nipht be 3 batter ;wroposition » or heving: sonebody 1iks Tercy Jeeves, who
is egurlly coprble in both depnrtoents, na editor,

ancther thing = uy layout is dcsifmed, ir the vain, te crag ao mech naltor-
iol intc as little sprao as possiblo. iry not to ayerdo this, bub within tho
obvious lioits X' sconer edit nateriel than smaes. oM

VIC HALLETT I work: in a bookshop and I hove been worryin;: tie life oul
2 Westfiel® Place of cur Panther rop. abou’ why they heven®t published W
YEOYIL Foundation, It seaus others bave been yellin, for 1% as
Sonerset wrell beceuse the aubjact was raised ot the last sples cone

ference. If you could ghove a note in VECTOR to the ofw
fert that any Aabiov fans who want to et hold of a copy should go anl aak
theier bookzellers to tell Panther reps that it is in derand, one day
1t night cprear,  (Mow then, you panthans... i)
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A.G, BYERS Ewan Hedger‘s letter (V24) shouldn®t be the last word on Kuese
12 High Street dan S.F. His strictures cra justified only if one tokes into
Hanpatead seeount the stuff transleted. Sinee 1961 the genre has
LONDON M3 bocned fantastically and wore and core really adult stuff is

being published. Criticlen is now, 1'd say, scoceshat in
sdvance of ours,

logt Soviet 3.F. reoders until 1960 had heard of only the following Western

storiesie Fohpanheit 451 = Lradbury
I 5,8 = Heziilton
Tuce on isreury - Sioak THAT 'S ALL 2

Now vany Lradbury stories have been publisheds Tro of A.C. Clarke’s, one
of Nurray Leinster's, and noxt year I Robot will bs published. Thedr influsnoce
oust be felt, So don't deapair. T'TT get round to doing a translation for
VECTOR soon, and show you vhat I neane (Incidontally the recent stories of the
Polish vriter Stanislay Lem are the equal of snything in Anglo=american S5.F.)

HAccording to & report in YThe Times" published only the other day {nid=
February), sf is indeed booping in Rusais. Tha local product seens to be re=
eodving offieln) encouregenent for ideological and practical reascna - ie, o
stinulcte interest &n the (fficlal Concunist Future and in acientific research,
Sut there are also, recording to “"The Tinee's" correspondsnt “Honitor", a lot
of sf "ghere anthiorc engage in debate with their sdnirers", These tend
to yorfy the snthoritios, in cese speculation rets cut of contrel, AN}

JEa¥ GRAMAN I sponk Italian and German ¢s mell, so if anybody wants a =rite-
T Wayside up on Itelien or German SF end sends ne the book I can do it
Enst Sheen Actunlly T have & rather interestinc Gercan one Cn Two Planata
JORON SWel4 by Kurd Lassrits, vary cld, written before the North Fola wes
dlsooveral = end that's where the Linrtians landedi
I is cuch better then the codern Russinn one, though of course that is
not sayinz ouchy  Saen eny wood noonshots lately?

DON R. SKITH Ho neutnations for the Couwsittee = an ominous sign.  Excel-
228 Mighans Lane leni news of the Convention - imeh better, though hardly of
NUNEATCN rarsonal luterest to ny unsocighlc self, Everybody had a
Harwlckshire good wiord for Dras Perietyle = you aneze ne, A startling

$dea thit menbers under 21 should be eligible for serving
on the Corndttse » stortling to me only bacguse in ny time, no led, the age
lintt was cora like 144 ot mmen't oy enonytous latter, My algned latters
are frequently quite scurrilous; one I daren*t sien mould really bo 2 collectard
plece.

Hurrah for larscon, So badly was I inferted when of a tender nge thet I
still reply to the conventioncl “How are you?® with "I still live™ or even
“5till livini” = g foclish reply to an asinine question, EHD was quite & dad
hand at vhat Tennyson enlled "fairy t-las of science” = with the nccent on the
fuirytrles.

Encore the ocrtoonist,

I like the hypetheson, Fan oegs should be full of fasoeinating nrticles
about the latast sclentific developcents suoh ns this one. 1 can see inced-
lcte applications of this sensational discovery to many of the sust pressing
problens of ilie dayse This is the sort of serious edurptional natter that
should be filling your papes,

ook reviews are vy favourite ddsh.

®liie the Comittes noninntions = thinge are veglndng to seethe niealy,
and the AuGula should Te waell worth & vieitse Well, of course if you'd ocmo
forth before and gaid that Dre Peristyle masn't your ewp of fish, then perhapa
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he wouldn*t haye developcd Buch A swelled head.  {Hover wind, Doc - nost of
‘oo love you as oadly as evere) I could tell yow what ny favourite dish is
= but ¥ won't,  (Yon listening, derling” Not Spithy, you rlot.) And
now spring 1s {alnost) upon us and Don R. Soith Is pweke, I expect we'll be
hearing fron Dennts Tucker cny oonth now, AM))

L4l HeAULAY Mot by any stretch of the lungination covld I be considerad as a

Illyrin fan of Edgor Hicc Zurrogghs and I hope that me are not about tw
Srndyford sufier an intumiinable series of articlos dealing with his works,
Cos Dubdin Proviilence proteet us fron ghoats and ghoutios and things that pay
Eire g2 dnrsoou in future issues of VECTOK.  Including even any vast

hordes of vindless banths thot ooy be on the editorinl statf.
‘ihich brings ue to that nell-known idiot savant, Dr, Faristyle.

First, this question of circulation figeres. 41l Auoriean pericdicals
nre required by law to pullish their ciroulotion Tiguroa owery ycare The
averzgo fiyures (vhich dncludes conplinentary copios) for the uagazines 1 rend
ere as follows, the dete ctter cach title heing the date when the nagazine
published the fipvres.

"l og” Daceuter 21963 ... veerasaatl, 940 (avernga for 12 wvonths)

"Calaxy” 4pril 2963 ...ccvues +92,000 (ave for 12 nonths before Oct 62}

"Fantesy & SP* Janunry 1964, +52,267 (ave for 12 uontha beforc Oct 63}

"Fantastic” Jumary 1964.. .33,292 {nv, for 12 uonths befora Oct 63)

Mannzing™ January 196dees-vevvsver 84,954 {av. tor 12 nonths befure Oet 63)

Second, I oug.ect that fir. Peristylo should consult sous reasonublc work
un popularised science before venturing his opinavns on subjects like Hoisens
berg’s Uncerfainty Frinciple. This principle states thet h, Planck ‘s Constant,
represents on absolute linit 1o the precizion of the simulianenus neasurenent of
rosttion and nonentuu,  This deoesn't mean that you cannot nessure bothy it
merely sets n linit to the precision of pessurenent. '™e relation also holds
for other pairs of conjugated variablos, cnorgy and time for exanple. I hopa
T cope acroas Periatyle nt the Convention, anyony. I'2 like to see if he iu-
prescses ne nore in person than he dues in his corwents un selenee or fiction.

HParknps this Irish bloke con even tcll us what s vector is, Loc. Mot
that either of us'd be sble to underatand hip, of eonraa, aven if we did dig the
Gaelice ANB

CHARLES PIAST Mpekt; I an now eertain Poariztyle i3 alias Mereer (or viec
8 Sollershott est  versa). Bridonce: {irsil, your initial eanswer to my quea-
LETCIE{ORTH tion, ac you wrute it in a letter to ney I don'*t know what
Herts he'll reply, but I shouldn't be surprised 1f he aasyr his
resl nanc 39 Dr. Periatyle.’  ({The Doe cducked that one.

41k} Secomd, the dack of an answer to ny question wntil it had been poged
twieces  Then, nuch nore inportant, the sentence strusture ant tone of lerie
atyle's eolwwn is very sivilar to ycur letiers; I read Peristyle and try 1o
ignore the peaning of the words, concentrating: on their structure, and it's Just
like rcoding ono of your Icttors. (I don't Dean your letters ara neandnilass;
Just their steucturs 1o the saue!) Then lastly, and nost danning of all, that
*ovil platt' jokos Yon've used that on mo beforo, and it'a typleal lLercer,
anysay. Au T richt?  Probably not, but I don*t know who cloc wmould write
such & thingl {This is known as a procees of elimination, and I'nD not play-
ing. AR}

1% like to conwent on the letter colurm firstl becanse 1 have suddenly do-
cided that the VECTOR letters are the only ones in any fanzine I have so far
seen (including: JEYOMD} thint are interesting Lo read, I don't know quite why
thig is; either the poople who write te VECTOR aro interesting, or you get a
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lot of letters =znd sclect thep well, Or you oake very good cuts. Tt ths
nct result is very rendcble incoed.

sy only eriticisn is that you oadc Do peen a bit hard on Phil's nutants,

I don*t know whathcr Phil larbottle’s Nade bovents illo/cartaon was usent
o be ferny, (inh? AR tat 1 thought it was, And Dore becanse of the charace
tocrs than the oconcents.  Especinlly thet ridiculous Saturndon, [ut cotdd we
have soos inZication as to which book this cane froo?  4and the lettering is o
vit ragred (although I realise this is difficult on stencil). Lore aof thess
to cooe, T hope?

Dr. veristyle 15 a pood feature, whoever he is, He'll last sons tico
before beocoln: borin.

Tho llypothason vune all=right-but, It sluost cope off, but didn*y grite
et away tron the ntuosphere of o Belentist having: o vit of fun and aouging
hicself greetly in the prooess. It wasn't quitc original enough; ther: have
been e lut of other articles like this; but in syite of this it was quite
acusings

The Terry Jeeves {IJ) raview was very good, ond could ba read as an ariiele
un its ovn and not just &s a review plein and sinple.  Tho 3Jurroughs article
didn*t portionlarly appeal to nc, sinee to k reader of Durrougha 1t adds nothing
whereed t0 & non=roader of Lurrcughs 4t io net prriicularly interosting and ooy
be cven confusing,

The rest of YECTOR, though, wms average goods  Jhich really ncone &

As a natter of prinelple I was glac to see 22 pages, olthough I rathor feli
that the 1lle on tho risht herd side of page 22 was not n very good excople of
abstrect arte It was a hotter exanple of doodling, or someone trying to “pat
ever” as abstract art something vhich lacks form, atyla or good exceution.

The takeoff of the rocket on the left of thls page was battor in that while it
wee not particulzrly inspired cither it showsd artistic skill and trouble that
the other wne prdnfally lacking.

I suspeet if yen went to print any of this it’s going to be difficult 1o
cut, lest of luck.

(HActually I cut rbeut o third of 1t, including the Peristyla quesiions.
Yes, I do out the letters s lot., Sonetioes becnnse differsnt people say mora
or 1ess the aare thing, sonetines because what they have tu say is nore interest
to na than tc the perbershil: oo a whole, aml 80 on, I try to piek the pore
interesting bits to ueec - I'e (lad sooehoily secne to approve of the rosult,
¥very lctiter of cousent received in tine reekons o get et least o nention, AMMB

i'4RY WEED I sny 12?7 - yges I « does *Epan' an aryment?

71 The Falrrny deher Platt (Cur debel at Letehvorth) slrecdy knows vy views
luscote on this type of statenent ... ¢onc out from wuder the tablo,
IANSURY TvAgh, and the nico gentlensn a.e.

Cxfordshire Sonething nust Be Donc ... Rally round the Kecp boya a.e

cuae hone Ganblers ... nn second thoughts, dontt ~ siay and
ve ‘en a rousin chorus of Kee) Now in the niddle of Halfway to Pnradiee or
shatever it s .,. extend the Y1) ... pass ce the Stetitycake hiancy, 1'0
£etiin: vorked up .as 1f 0y spellings gone (o, dear - your punctuntion. &'k
a bit cstrny « T bep your eollective pardona, sines nat a erund or the “cake”
has pesscd pe chorperas in months .4 Alas?

I heve a oneakdng: suspielon that tee Hedeer oay be fron asound those parts,
for am 1y Russion grandoother used 1o say: "Oudy a feol, drunkard or Ceordie
deres to eMticize foordiclond®™ ... OVET O yoOU a4

sas and so I o nptterin: down to the Contral Staticn until the next tinc
Py {Now stond back ovarybody and mater the Fvan ery. Alf)
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HARRY NADLER Drian Hollst*s EHL article pade roeally interesting

S Gcuth besnefield Roand roading. I've only aver rand one of the linrs cer-
Lover Karanl ta5, Chessmen of liars, and I oust confese it held ne
SALFOXD 1 sll the Y. Fron the synopsis liets by iirdan, the
Lance others soend equally ns cood, if sonewhrt clong the

anne plot line. Dut as you ccouented on the ERJ
article va did dn .LIEM, ERD gots ~way with it every tima,

Sonehow Dre Peristyle almnys seena to go around the questionars ratber
than mns:ering: to the point. Lagic biotienta in SF could be en smusing series,
depending on how nany pegie oooents Phil can drens up.

A1l this eooplaining sbout the stock cover for VECTCOR.sewasn’t 1t certain
readers'® idaa to have it in the first place?

he jypotheson,.s.Yes? well, that's exactly what I heven't been saying for
& long tiie.

Hors revicws froo Terry like The Green siuns end If11 be buying the books
to see if I agres. Necrly gid buy thi= one the other dny actunlly. ire
Joaves, you sawed pe hal f-a=dollor.

(#The business of the stcek eovers gues baek to the days bofore I was od-
itor a8 o vetter of fact - I'n not sure offhand whigge idea it wab.  ind onvie
cuoly you hawen't fathoned Dr. Peristyle’s ginnick. What renlly happens is
thet he srites the cnswers first, then I fit thoo to the nost approrriate
questions thnt cone in, A1)

GRAHIL: M, HALL  Teins~ = new penber. I only received py first VECTUR todny.
66 Cnrront Road  #y coaentsye
tilton Menoxr Very oood, but not enourh of ft. Double the length,
near TEMKESIURY ond noke us day for 4,  If the strndard could be nzine
Cloureatershire touined, it vould be wel) worth it. It hope it daesn't et
too technical or specinlized, though I did like 4 Flipht

Acroas orsoori.

ugreation: Yow that Mova bublieations are ceasing, there will be, as hae
bean said, s fape Jlow about VECTOR (or porhapa enother L.5.F.i. sponsored uag)
turning into e serd-professionul umnzing diracted at oncourssing new, young
writers?  (Sladlar ta Wididw Crowford’s "Farvel Tnles" of the early *30s in
which Tebewt Llooh first sow print)s A token feo could be pald to contrid-
utors, just to rive theo that feeling: of & publishod story and being paid for
it, %00} Or wouldn’t thcrs be enough support?

‘tell, it wse »n iden,

Re Ian Aldridpo's suggestion in The [ail Reaponse; I've got an illus-
tration of Cthulhu, tut I've wislsdd It,  If 1 rediscever 1t, I'1l scnd it on.

RICHARD GURDGH SI' in scheols 5till seans to Le in the wind « and the wing of

Fetchells choym appesra to he blowing hare, 2rave Hew Yorld is5 re-
Trindty Collepe  quired rerding for at leest one fth form, whils atother waa
GIEBAL MDD told by en English paster to write hin sonc 5P Cther

Perthahdre R aclior]l denizens Lave ccopladned of no oprorhmitiza o

sritc SF or about it, I wrotc en cssay on drave VFew Vorld

and ! in one aXau, onc on Oocn besos in a sccond, and A Grucacnc abouis mar
tl\i.r%r £ Preneh coscy e€xan. 1 have not yet becn cxpelled for leonoelasmd
If thet emn happen in a ashool as ripidly Victordan as this, it can heppen
anywhurcl

Not-ravicus arc finc in thoir way, bot can't we have norc of the noruwal
iype?  Cnly ome pb, o protty poor ons st that, is hopoless.

For goodncse acke, mno short stories in YECTOR hy fane - gurely thers nre
plenty of fanzines nhout for thet sert of thing - or you could perbaps atart
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scoothing veeddo and sopurctc froo VECTUR,  Short storics would cut down on
the 20 pagas = I ¢uess you bove to cut dowm an ewful lot ea it is. Iut the
idan of extr: fiction 1ssucs souns (K - or would that put up tha foos?

Tho Edicl. ~rticle wna intercsting,  Uowever, I hnve pever read any B.H..0.
cxegpt for one Tarvan yeors agu, and to cooplete the sacrilsge I coubt if 1
avor 1ill,

‘agdc Yopenis in SF was good.  liors, more!

RODERICK Jo HILNER  Your not—reviewms are three, scnotinea pore, oontha ovut
44 Shoepwnsh Lana of date. PBEwen 1f you haven't got sonoone working in a

Great Lridge sckshop to let you have information HWe're vorkdng romd
TIFTON 10 1ty Ai M you can acsily mat hold of publishars® lists
Staffa anl extract the pnew staff froo there.

1l=41 kHesponae is interesting os almoys. It sled
to see that _urroughs is consjdcuous Ly bis nbsence,

I dan't -grwe with Archic Fotts's idca that extra issucs of VECTUR devo-
te? to fieticn would belp il the Nevn gape I wonld mugicst that an cntire-
1y nov acgozine be founded under the auspices of the Z.5.Fei. devoted to
fiction by knoun ond unlmorm zuthors.  Available throwugh subscription only
at first, costs end authors® pay (they can‘t be expected to write for nothing)
to be pet froo suhsoriptions  Publish it four ticos a yeer with the best cad-
arirl you omn got. I don't think youu should limit the possibla readership
of sueh = pag by having it avnilable to only Y.S.F.i. ooobers; thera just
zron't cnough of us, Advertising of sueh £ nag could be done through fane
zinea, editors of which would, I should think, bo only teo pleascd to helps

HI%1 answer the chove three lettors togethor. Thore is at present all
sarts of talk goinz the rounds eencorning projected seoi-pro replacanents for
the Move negeedines. The trouble 1s of course thet everybody lives at such a
distance fron evorybedy clse - the LS.F.i. Conndttor for instance is spread
all over = thot the unly nodiuu for most of tho talk 38 by poste Jind anybody
vho hap tried to conduet a multi~voiec ergunont by pest will know how slowly
things dovolops In tho nmenn time, the pooplo with the best ideas aro not
necessardly idn toueh with the people with tho best orgonising ability and
these in turn are not noccosarily in touch witii tho beat roeources «» finaneial
an? ncchanical, It ie hoped that the entdre asubject will be thrashied out at
~ and befora = the A.GuNs at Enster, where anybody with any interest in the
subject ean get at averyhody clse so interasted face to face.

To ba apagific sbeut one or two of tha pointa that VECINR'*s corrasponde
onts hove redseds o nyazine nvailatle on oul iption to neal OF NN~
bers indizerizinately uight or ndght not pay for jtself « but having it savaile
sble to mewlers only and publiely known to be nvailable 10 oembers oniy vight
- pravided that there was enough big-nane oaterial and good BRterial (not
necessarily, you'll apprecicte, the sane thing) hooBt the Aesociation's
penbership pora thn soocwhot. The quostion of publieising the 5.4 in
tied up vith this, of course, The sugeestion to double the length of
VECTCH ond vcke the nembers pay for it dia, I think, iopracticals The pen=
varship woulé fall dvartianlly = meny poople think the subseripticm'‘s too
high aa 3t is,

To tum to the perhaps less thorny problen of the not-raviers: VECTOR
is chrondenlly short of spaece, mod there is not enough o review every new
bock fully. The notereviews mcrc sn etteopt to cover the ficld in oiminun
apace. The rosponse to tha not-review eppeal has bson pretty geods but
sowathinc rather unlocked-for sceme 1o ba going on.  Instead of the liat
beiny brovght right up to dete and kept there, the pore not-revior paterinl
that tums up the olier it ssens to be., Ya're going, in offcet, bockwards,
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The notepevierm in this fssuc {frco naterial dindly supplied by John Dap=
foot, Richoxd Gordon, “rian Rolls, Torry :ull and Peter White with slan
Davios o latesoting noterunner) represent a cixture of foirly recont and not
a0 reocent publicaticns, Tha futurc? Suggestions are cordially = and serla
cusly e $nvited, iridm

FETER LOKTON (35 Princos Avonue, Great Crosby, livorpool 23) csives thres and
a half cheors for tho ides of printing fiotdion. I guess he's in favour,

DICK HOETT (94 hawvenabourna Cresesnt, Harold Wood, Eesax) agrees thet 1t
would be 2 help if corrcspondents' addresscs wore printed in full, JIN
GKANT (7 Sydney Road, Falrodle, Christohuroh, Hants) says the saoo thing,
would Likc tc mes Piotlon by bezbers every ac often (in VECTOR) and on the
wiole finde ¥24 masn't & bod dssue, JIN GOUDRICH {5 Srewster Drive, Midile=
town, B.Y, 10940, UsS.ka) recarks thet Doc Peristyle's loctures and IF Writers
% rre both ertrenaly huoerous featuree. 1 think thet rddress sho

read *lcoster Drive" uyself - he likes VECTOR, and that seens to b0 ite U

i m"%mv""ﬁ' 2
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THIS IS5 PROBABLY the last editorial I sliall be dolng for VECTOR.
bacaysoe I understand that scwebcdy has been found tho i preparcd
to taxe over frem Easter. I've apo Jored doinm the job, and if
Some process could be found by which tho amount of free time at

sy disposal conld be approximately doubled, I'd enjoy contin uirg
to do 1t. And I'm o5k certainly glad that Ilve piven it a whirl.

Wh ilct £ havea't. perhans, heen able to ma%e VECTOR guiltg
in tc oy idezl of what it sheuld be {waich is not, you'll appre-
cilate, the sare thing as py ideal of vhat a magazine entirely to
suit nyself woulé b2), and alse whilst [ haven't been able to
nroduce resn5 and rears of niscellanesus publications out of my
crach-helmet as I'd waguely hopee to he able to do, I have played
my onrt in giving you 4 reeular magnzine ahout vhleh virtually
everybady wha bothers to urite in has sponathing good to say. I
h ope that this happy stute of arfiirs mty Llong coentinue, and wish
my SueeesSSy T eYery Suceess. In fact, I'1l stick my necik cut ang
g0 on recotd &S ropinz that nothlng succeeds like my successor.

The onain thing I'd like te do noy is say a sincere thank-you
to everybady vinna has helped un any way during the past twelve
2onths, especitily Lo the followlug guarisi:

1. Michasl Rosepbinr. Michael 1s of corse literally the other
halt 1 Lthe buswnone, and bears at least an equal sShaze of
rosponsibility for VECTOI's regularity. His job 1s to run off
the stencils, assetble the complete mrznzine and mail 't cut - and
this he has done 1n the race of nurerous ather demands on his
time. For jusit one instance; I had been 311 last sunmer, and was
only able Lo type the final suencils fom sa me issuc -r other (T
forget which) a few dayrs teforz Mizhael was duec to go on
haliday. Th ough busier than =wual ar tnat tize, Michael still
pade time to fin’sh of £ the issve and get 1t in the post btefore
he went. To him, then, go ny first thanks.
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2, Jill Adams, Besldcs being an efficient treuasurer, Jill
has time and aguin gonc out of her way to be of assistance

in umpteen diffe rent directions, Mora of this activity goes

on behind the scenes than gets into VECTOR - but the Association

15 certainly the better off for it. 1 hope to see her in the

Chair some day. She'll grace it in more vays than one.

3. Terry Jeeves, 0l@ Faithful Terry has stood by, stylus at

the alert position, ready to cut artwork (hls own o® other
people's) on to stencil at a moment's notlce. dome of the credit
Tor VECTOR's regularity can thus be laid at hils door.

.. President Briap Aldiss. Brian has helped out not mercly uith
first-class material when required, but with advice as well.

Those four, then, ure the priority cases as it were. in
addition, though, I should like to thank everybody who contribputed
material, whother used or not: everybody who cut artwork on to
stencil: everybody who wrote lette rs of comment or advice, even
though they way have been slashcd to ribbons before being inciuded
1 n Tpe Mail Response; everybody who has offercd any ferm of ass-
istance (most of which has had to be declined owing to VECTOR's
tight production schedulc); and in fact everybedy who has shcim
any interest 1o VECTOR at all, (And that certaiply includes
¥ ou, Twisher.)

So thank you.

I will not dvcll here on future plans. as they will be the
responsibllity of the naxt incumbent. It's nice to be able to
g0 out with a splash like this, and I hope that next year will
See even splashier VECTORs,

Just one more thing to say now, I think. I'd like Lo apold-
agise far the sudd-=n change of type-face. It is due to circum-
stances beyond my control, and it's ealy due to the co-nperative
nature of my boss at woerk that these final stenclls are being
typed at all. I'm not sure whether the space-jumping on Lhese
géca pages 15 the machine’s fault or mine, but I apologlse far

at too,

And so, as the saying says, to bed. Sce you at the Con. AM

JAPANESE SCIENCE FICTICN READER wants correspondents. Interested
in bibliographies and biographies of British sf writers, “Of
erities are alse Wwelcome." He writes good English, and his namc
is: Mr. Hireya Endo

673 amanuma 3-Cheme

Suginami-Ku

Tokyo

Japan

THE PAST RETURNS TO HATNT US. VECTORs No. 7 2and B have racentlwr
come to light in hitherto undreamed-of quantities. While stocks
last they are available for a guarte-size (approx. 9" x 11”) en-

velope, Self-addressed and bearing 4% worth of stamps. Apply

to the Hon. Treasurer, Mrs G.T. Adams, 3 Cobden Avenue, Tiiberne
Park, 8nuthampton.
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¥OIRA READ That cover secms botter every time I look at it
The Bun galows So I won't mind toe much if I have to look at it
Colleton for thae next six issues, but interior artwork
CHULMLEIGH vas sadly lacking - whatever happencd to 1t?

H. Devon Was that Dan Dare in Phil Harbottle's cartoon?

) ooked like him anyway...how dare (.) Phil take
a rise out of my favourite fab, guyll - (hold it, I'm only
kidding!)

Notareviews are always useful - even the ones that merely say
'apother story in the So-and-so triadition by yon-know-vwhe,' vhich
isn't & bit of help to anyone who hasn't read any of ycu-&now-who's
books. Mail Response interesting = but surely wore people write
- er = don't they?

Re, my name « I'm thinking of changing it - be i lot simpler
all round. Hary; are you, by any chance, a descendant of Mary
Heed the pirate? =~ There re2lly was such a person - don't know if
you've ever heard of her. When it comes to Regd and Regd, Archie,
READ 1s the Sumerset spelling - and REBD the Devon spelling. 5
can't help it if I live in Devon and have a Sumersct name - and
what's a RgEd doing in Banbury? There is also the Cornish spel-
ling REID...

By the way, one last query; are we haviog a CON report for
people who just can't make it? = (namely me),

&If you're going to changs your name, Moira, you'd better
hurry up - this is being typed on February the 29th and it's gone
8 p.m, already. I had an 1dea that the spelling "Reid" was
Scottish rather than Cornish, by the way - and Mary's a Geogrdie
which makes it even mrre con}using. I'm sorry you von't be at
the Con., and I hops I ean persuide the next editor to run a
report on same. AM®)

IVOR R,5. LATTO I'm n ot convincad of the need to provide
16 Merryton avenue budding artists with space in VECTOR to de-
GLASGOW ¥ .5 velop their talents: they must find space

semevhere, I dare say, but I don't like them
aiming at ME, by Ggorgo. Hewever, that reactionary statement out
of the way, i found V24 otherwise very stimulating:

A Plight Agross Bars - as an introductory essay to ERB
this was fine and may We have intrigucd some of the younger mem-
bars to the point of investigating further into his work, even to
the point of becoming ERBivores, ha, ha. 1 suppose I could class
nyself as a younger member and indeed I was tempted to try him
again, but whenever I've done so in the past I inevitably reach
the point where I can't read for wincing; I'm prepared to grant
that his broks may have a certain charm, but only through the
eyes of nostalgia, or read as historical curiosities.

Dr, Peristyls = much better this month, due to the quality of
the questions no doubt.

Majl Res s¢ - Re Harry Hadler: fiction in VECTOR would
be nice to see, in addition to what we have, not at its expensej
if I find myself short of reading matter there are plenty of mags
and books avallable to correct the lack but there 1s precious
%1ttle in the way of coument, views and news ghout SF to keep me

3ApPY e
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Re, Sheila Pinnington: the essay Space Travel was an eye-
opener from a thirteen year old. Cool

As I said, a stimulating issue, Moro!l

HPraise 1s always welcoms. Many thanks, AMMS

NEW MBERS

4,434 P, Richardson: 9 Rushbrook Grove, Kings Norton, Birminghéﬂ
M35 M, Fagan (Miss): c/o 77 College Rosd North, Blundellsands,
Liverpool 23
AJ36  G.M. Hall: 86 Carrant Road, Mitton Man or, nr, gewkesbury,
los

M.437 M, Reuter: 1287 Lincoln Rd, Werrington, Peterborough

M.438 N, Brock: 2 Wingrave Rd, Aston Abbotts, Aylesbury, Bucks

M, 439 J, Eemp: 20 Waverton R4, Ellesmer¢ Port, Cheshire

(oL B. Hillan: 18 Nevitt St, Stafford N,12, Brisbane, Quesens=-
land, Australis

.4l L, Hobbst 31 Abbey Grove, London SE,.2

M2 E. McDonnall: L8 testfieid Avenue, Liverpcol 1k

0.443 A, Hill {¥*ss):; 463 Park Drive, Boston 15, Mass, U.5.A.

.kl J-H, Holuberg: Norrskogsvigen 8, Stockholn K, Sweden

M.445  I.K. Johnson: 23 Summerfield Rd, Loughten, ESsex

CHANGE (QF ADDRESS
M.257 W.R. Adustin: ¢/o Falmer House (Un ion), Un iversity of
Sussex, Falmer, near Brighton, Sussex
M.201 D. Barber; 1 Westfield Place, Wisbech, Cambs
4429 J, Grant: 7 Spydney Rd, Fairmile, Christchurch, Hants
M.279 C.R. barsden: 38 Malvern Rd, London NW.6
M. 98 M.L.B.R. Sheppard: 163 Headiey Rd, Woodley, ur, Bzading,
Barks

A402  4.R, Undervwood: 688525 A/A Underwood 4.R., E.4, B.Sqd
(Eand}), Wing, R.A.F. Loclking, Weston super Mare,
Somersat
M,238 D.M, Wilson: 2% Davldson Place, Newtown, St, Boswells,
Roxburghshire

rrman

FARLASLL DEPARTUENT, ANHLX

As Archie has jus® managed to leave a few 1linces space,
I am taking advantage of it, just to say how mueh I have enjoyed
Yeing aetive in fandem wnee ugain - if only To a stight cxtent -
in the preparation of Vezetor over the last two years. Like archie
I must say that more time would have bocn welcome, and that the
time factor has mcant that Vector has not perhaps had as mueh
effort put in, a3 it cuuld have donc with, and henec been rathoer
more botchad than I would have liked, hrchie has boun o great
plecasurc to work with, From the letters I have reccived it would
havc been quite pousible ta have got well inte fandom again, but
I am s0 sorry that othur activitics - and advancing age - prevent.
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